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PsAL, Ixxix. 8. ef 


———Let thy tender Mercies ſpeedily prevent ug, 
or ue are brought ver 3 


0 ME think this Plalm was penn'd / 
upon the ſad Occaſion of the De- 
ſtroction of Jeruſalem by Anti- 
ochus, becauſe in the Relation 
of the Perſecution taiſed by that 
Prince, mentioned x Maccas. vii. 

| 16, 17. the 2d and 3d Fer. of 
this Pſalm is cited: But others, with more Probabili- 
ty, refer it to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the 
Temple there by the Chaldeans under Nebuchats 
nezzar. Some again think, that it was penn d by 
the Spirit of Prophecy long before that Time, and 
prepared to be ſung with the ſame Tune that the La- 
mentation of Feremiab are ſung with in that doudy 
and dark Day, becauſe the Prophet Jeremiab makes 
Ule of the 6. and 7. Yer. of it in that Prayer of 
his, Fer. x. 25. Others agaia think that it was penn d 
at that very Time when the great Havock was 
made by the Chaldeans upon their City and Tem- 
A. ple, 
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ple ; penn'd, I Gy, by ſome Prophet, and inſcribed | * 
to Aſaph, as the Title of the Pſalm will read, or by W- 'T 

| Aſapb kümdelf; but whatever Time it was penn d 

at, and whoever was the Penman of i it, tis plain 

. that the Pſalm itſelf contains a heavy Complaint of 

the ſore Calamities that befel the Church and People 
of the Jeu; the Heathen was come into God's In- 
heritance, their boly Temple was defiled, Feruſa- r 

lem was laid-on Heaps, The leaſt Thing that 
can be allowed an oppreſſed People is Liberty to com- 
plain. It ſhould grieve us more to ſee God's Inheri- 
tance waſted, than to ſee our own deftroyed, to ſee | 
God's Houſe defiled, than to ſee our own rows | 
down. * 

And bet the Church knows that there can be 

no Evil of Puniſhment in the City, but what the 

Lord does, therefore ſhe expoſtulateth the Caſe ſeri- 

- ouſly with God, Why bis Jealouſy was grown into 

ſuch a Flame, and his Anger was like to be of ſuch a | 

long Continuante, v. 5. God's Anger towards them 
was ſeen in Mans Fury; and the ſureſt and ſhorteſt 

Way to get free of their Grievances, was to get God | 
for their Friend : And from complaining and expo- 
ſtulating, ſhe falls to Prayer, which has always been 
the Church's moſt ſucceſsful Weapon; Firſt, That 
God would transfer his Wrath off them upon their 
Enemies ; which how far lawful to be uſed, I have 
not Time now toenquire ; ; and then, that God would 
pardon and . purge away their Sins, the procuring WW 
Cauſe of all their Calamities, and would work Deli— 
verance for them; that their utter Ruin in this their 
low State might be prevented. Let thy tender Mer- 
925 Mee dig Pre vent 8 
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> which Words we may notice three Things. 


d| 

he State of the Nation and Church of the 
dur at the Time they were brought low; 
in indeed, and very low, as the former Part 


the Plalm ſhews us; they were ſubdued by their 
Kemies, aud brought under their Power, their Land 
over - run and ſpoiled by numerous Armies, their 
r City Jeruſalem was laid in Aſhes, and their 
autiful Temple defiled, and by this Means their 
red Liberties and Privileges violated, and their re- 
ious Aſſemblies deſerted, their People maſſacred, 
d their Blood ran plentifully about Jeruſalem like 
mmon Water, they were denied Burial, either be- 
guſe of the Terror and Cruelty of their Enemies, 
e Who would not allow it, or becauſe the few Living 
e Were not able to do it; this was their low Condition. 
I- 3 2dly, The only Thing that can prevent the utter 
o uin of a Church and People, when brought 
2 Bw, God's Mercier, his ſpeedy, ſeaſonable, and 
n Wercitul Interpoſition in their Favours: They 
t lead Mercy becauſe the preventing of their Ruin 
d Was not deſerved, | becauſe their Sins had been 
- © hainous and provoking, that none but a God of in- 
n Ignite Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion would take no- 
e of them ; they had no Hopes but in God's Mer- 
es, their Caſe was become ſo deplorable, that they 
oked - 41 themſelyes as proper Objects of divine 
ompaſſion, their Condition was ſo deſperate, ſo few 
Pere was to regard their Complaints and Call, the 
itempts they had made to work their own Relief 
as lo vain and fruitleſs, that unleſs God ſpeedily in- 
* Erpoledgo prevent their Ruin, they were undone. 
3dly, In the Words, The wiſe Courſe the Church 
this low Condition took to have her threatned 
3% HE | Ruin 
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Ruin prevented. CREW God by Prayer, 
remember not againſt us former Iniguities, let 
tender Mercies ſpeedily prevent us.—— She 
not ſpend ber Time in fruitleſs Debates and ]. 
lings, in mutual Recriminations, each Party bla 
the other as the Iaſtrument of her Miſery ; for th 
© Courſe might well haſten her Ruin, ut would nel 
prevent it: But ſhe betakes herſelf jointly by Praf 
and Supplication unto God, who could eaſily remo 
the procuring Cauſe of her Diſtreſs; and having 
the Inftruments of her Trouble in his Hand, co 
turn their Hearts as he pleaſed, and make their vg 
Enemies prove the very Inſtruments of her Deligg 
.rance ; he made them to be pitied of all them ty. 
ted them captive. 2. 
Now, tho" the Text, as it ſtands in relation 
the Context, would lead me to ſpeak of a People t 
ing brought low, both in a civil and religious Cag 
City, yet I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to the Lownd 
of a Church's State and Condition; and without ra 
ing any Doctrines from the Words, which ealih 
could be done, I ſhall through divine Aſſiſtanc 


handle them in this Method. 


I., Enquire when a Church and People may be (: 
to be brought low. 
II. What is it that brings a Church and reopf 
low ? 

III. Shew how wonderfully the Mercies of Gol 
has interpoſed for a Church and People, when thi 
Have been brought low. _ 

IV. What Courſe and Method a Charch an 
. People ſhould take when they are brought very lov 
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t 2 Church and 4 has many Times been 
pught low, is a Truth abundantly plain, both from 

red and profane Hiſtory, ſo that I need not ſtay 
as the Probation of it, nor need Imuch inſiſt upon 
firſt Head either, ſeeing that will in a great Mea- 
e be anſwered, in touching upon the ſecond Head ; 
when theſe Things that bring a Church low are 
ally found in her, then ſhe is certainly in a low 
iſe. However, I ſhall in ſo many Words name a 
ticular or two upon the firſt Head, when a 
urch is brought low. 


ing x. A Church is brought low, when her Paſtors. 
co deprived of the peaceable Exerciſe ot their Mi- 
ir vtry, or laid under unlawful Reſtraints. Thus it 
Delis with the Church in the late Reigns, and is al- 


m ti ys ſo with ber in a Day of Perſecution, 
2. A Church is brought low, when the Fountains 
ion WF Learning are ſtopt or corrupted. Thus ſhe was 
ple Wpught low in Julian the Apoſtate's ſhort Reign, 
Capo ſhut up all Schools for teaching Chriſtian Know- 
»wnaWge, and diſcharged all her ſacred Aſſemblies, which 
ut rand a greater Tendency to ruin ber, than all the Ten 
eal\Wody Perſecutions ; but God's merciful Providence 
ftan 8 and carried off ber cruel Enemy by 
ath, 
3- A Church is brought low, when her beautiful 
dge of Goyerriment is broke in upon, and the 
wer of exerciſing Diſcipline is either taken out of 
reopſt Hands, or Offenders utterly diſregard it. As 
burch is to take Care that ſhe exerciſe ber Diſcip- 
Che upon ſolid and weighty Grounds, left by ſtreich- 
n theW1t upon every Trifle, her Authority become weak. 
d her Cenſures loſs their due Weight; ſo no Man 
h bs has any Concern for good Order and the right. 
* OV | 
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Conffitnion of any Church, ſhould lightly contem 
| Her Sentences, even tho' there were ſome Ji 
Streaches made in the Manner and Way of paſſing 
them; for the doing ſo is of bad Influence, an 
has a Tendency to deſtroy all Government whatk 
ever. | „ 
4. A Church is brought low, when Men's Faß 
fulneſs ind Honeſty in ſpeaking againſt her Defef e. 
tions and Corruptions expoſeth them to her Cenſu Yi 
and to Sufferings by her. It is very true, that : 
Miniſters are in ſome Reſpect Sons of the Churc 
and the Church is their Mother; and as it would bf 
unnatural in a Child to propale their Parents Weil 
neſs, (Ham brought a Curſe upon himſelf ratte 
than a Bleſſing, by doing ſo; ) fo it is no leſs unde 
coming for. any at every Time, and before even 
Congregation, to be declaiming againſt the Church 
and Church-judicatures, and till to be crying out « 
Defections and Backſlidings in her, even ſuppoſſ 
there were ſome ſuch in leſſer Matters; for if , 
ſhould take that Courſe, I know ne Tendency i" 
could have, but to foment Diviſions and Schiſms$ 
But in other Caſes, when a Miniſter ſees a De lug 
of Errors creeping in upon a Church, and terribly ©** 
Slaps made in her Conſtitution, that by litile anc 
little bas a Tendency, as he judges, to grub it up al 
together, and ſuch Receeding from ber old we 
grounded Principles and Practice, as he fears wi 
carry her quite off her former Grounds; In thek 
and the like Caſes, he is called to give Warning d 
the Declenſions he ſees growing, and the Danger b 
. apprehends is a coming, tho” not in an upbraiding 
but in an humble expoſtulating Way and Manner 
Sa Cor a Church to condenin'a Man for his " 
* nei 
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hy i in this and the like Caſe, would be a Sen that 
> is brought low in her Zeal for the Truths 
hrift. Thus I find, that in the Days of King 
ame / VII. when all Ways were taken by that 
rince, to introduce the Popiſh Religion into thir 
Wrce Kingdoms, Mr. Silveſter Lyon late Mini- 
aer at Kirrimuir, was ſüſpended for preaching a 
efel ermon againſt Popery, before the Synod of the. 
un ioceſe of St. Andreu; too ſad an Evidence of 
u e then Clergy going into that Courſe of Defecti: 
urch an. A great many more Things might be added 
d pon this Head, but I paſs forward. 
ven 11. Head, What are the Things that bring a Church 
athe w? And when I conſider the Cauſes of Churches 
Weclinings, as theſe appear to me both from Scrip- 
ven ure and Church-hiftory, I find theſe Cauſes to ly 
partly at Rulers Door, and partly at Peoples Door 
and therefore I ſhall touch very briefly at ſome of 
Woth theſe Kind of Cauſes. . 
1ft, Wicked Princes and Magiſtrates have always 
had great Influence upon bringing a Church and 
People low. Seldom does a Land flourim under 
Wprophane Rulers ; for beſides the iniquous De- 
bl crees that are oft-times iſſued by them, by which 
an Iniquity is eftabliſhed, their very Practice: and Ex- 
ample is of ill Conſequence to other People to com- 
mit all Wickedneſs, and wallow in it. Moſt Peo- 
ple look upon the PraSice of their Prince and 
Rulers to be a Kind of Allowance, if not a War- 
Fant to them: The Flood gates of Iniquity break 
bpen upon à Land, wheti theſe that ſhould be Re- 
ſtrainers of Vice, and Puniſhers of it, become King- 
leaders in it. The Church and People of the 
Jews were far from * fo ny and ig a 
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in the vaſt Kingdom of Nubia. A ſlothful Miniſt- 
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and turn like the wild Foreſt. A holy, humble, 


( - 10 * 
flouriſhing Condition, under the Reigns of wicked 
Abaz, Abab and Manaſſeb, and others of theſe Hr 
vicious Princes, as they were under David, Heze- f 
kiab, Fofiab, Feboſapbat, and the like. And upon Wor 
this Head, I cannot but notice it as the great Hap- n 
pineſs of this poor Church and Land, that we and he! 
our Forefathers for 'a gaod many Years have been Wh 
under a Race of Princes, who have been very Wi/ 
fayourable, not only by protecting us from the r 
Cruelty of our Enemies, but by iſſuing out their Roy- : 
al Proclamations in Favours of Virtue and Piety, o 
and againſt all Vice and Wickedneſs, injoining the N. 
ſame to be read four Times in the Year, and pro- 
miſing their Countenance to theſe Magiſtrates and ee 
Judges that are moſt forward to put the ſame into Pie 
Execution. | Sf 

2dly, A lazy flothful Miniſtry brings a Church and No 
People low. There are three great Repoſitories , 
of the ſacred Truths of the Goſpel ; the Scripture, Mad 
the Hearts and Minds of Believers, and the Mini- if 
ſtry of that preſent Age; and whatever -Apoſtacy MF : 
hath been in the Church, whatever falling away from ri 
the Life and Power of Religion hath been at any Mit 
Time among a People, it hath owed its Riſe in 
ſome Meafure to a miniſterial Neglect. It was a 
looſe careleſs Miniſtry that loſt Chriſtianity entirely 


ry makes a flothful People ; if the Shepherd turn 
careleſs, the Flock cannot but ſtray, and be devour- 
ed by wild Beaſts ; if the Gardner fleep out his 
Time, the Vineyard will all grow over with Weeds, 


faithful läborious Miniſtry, is not only the Mean 
God hath appointed for to bring People from their 
; ed dw wc Errors 
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Frrors and ſinſul State and Courſe to the Ways 
r Truth and Holineſs, but alſo an excellent Mean 
br hs making them ſtedfaſt, and to Aouriſh there- 
and therefore it is, thatithe Apoſtle is fo ear- 
d Weſt with Timothy, to be diligent in doing the Wort 
en \ an Evangeliſt, and making full Proof of bis Mi- 
y, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 23. and with the Minifters 
he Bf Epbeſus, to feed the Flock of Go ang that 
2 Mean to preſerve them from the Wolves that 
Would ariſe among them after bis Departure, Acts 
he x. 28, 29. | 

-0- 8 3dly, A corrupt Miniſtry brings a Church and 
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nd People low. The Truths of the Goſpel and true 
no Piety and Godlineſs, are never more ready to be 

Soft among a People, than when they are fo tryſted. 
ind Now this Corruption may be conſidered three Ways, 
ies , A corrupt Way of entering into the Miniſtry. 
Ire, Mah. Corruption in Doctrine. 3dly, Corruption in 
ini- Wife and Converſation. 
acy WF 1. A corrupt Way of entering into the Miniſtry, 
om rings a Church and People low. A Man that runs 
any Without God's Call has no great Proſpe& he can be 
e in Profitable to the Church, Fer. Mi. 32. J am a- 
as a aint tbeſe Prophets that cauſe my People to 
rely Wrr,— yet [ ſent them not, nor commanded them, 
niſt- Nere fore they ſhall not profit this People at all. 
turn Rll the Deſignations that Miniſters get in Scripture, 
our- Mews that they muſt have God's Call, before they 
t his {Wan warrantably enter upon this Work; they are cal- 
eeds, d Servants, Steuar de, Ambaſſadors, Watch- 
ible, Wen, Shepberds. I have not Time to enquire 
Jean What goes to make up à due and orderly Call tot 
their 


iniſtry. It is plain he ought to have a good Com- 
rrors etency of Gifts, not only of Learning and divine 
| B 2 Know. 
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Kaqmledge, but in the Judgment of Chaity,, it 1 
eedful that he appear acquaint with ſerious Godii 
heſs, and that he haye a Faculty of Utteratice and 
dringiog forth his Gifts, to the Inſtruction and E 
gification of 5 Hearers; and that theſe Qualificatiſt 
ons be tryed the Presbytery, and he ſer apart byline 
Prayer and 3 of Hands tq the Work. HA 
that enters not by this Door in an orderly cool 
Nitute Church, is ſure a Thief and a Robber. And 
"tis ſtrange that People ſhould not be as ready i 
k upon them as Uſurpers, who come not in thigh: 
Way to the Miniſtry, as they are to call theſd h 
ſich who enter upon the Charge of a Congregatiog Bj 
(when they are willing to call a fit Man) in Op 
ee to the whole Flock. When the Frieſt 
od is purchaſed by Bribery and Simony, as it wat 
about the Time of our Saviour's Appearance it 
the World, and a little before, or Men are violent 
ly thruft in upon Congregations againſt their Will 
who are willing and capable to make a fſuitabl@$2 
Choice, it cannot but bring a Church low ; for i fal 
not only ap Nee to me to be a plain Infringemen 
of a-Chriſtian Peoples Privileges, ſecured to then} 
"both by Scripture and Reaſon, but to be followe, 
ith a Train of very bad Conſequences to a Churc 
for hereby the Flock is ſcattered, -a mighty Bar i 
laid in their Way, of receiving Edification and Good 
by the Goſpel, and Diviſions and Animofities 4 
mong Minifters and People are raiſed and carrie 
on many Times to a great Height. And of 4 
© Churches in the World, the Presbyterian Church 
| Feotland has made it her Buſineſs, as much as an 
to ſetile Congregations with Conſent of the Flock 


- and I think I may lay, * 
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> maintain this Principle: For, as it was the Incli - 
Etions of the Body of the People of Scotland to 
e Presbyterian Government, that was one great 
otive with our Rulers to aboliſh Prelacy, and re- 
icai ore Presbytery at the Revolution; fo, if I miſtake 
t bi ot, a great Part of our humane Security, I mean, 
He 4 ur Claim of Right, is wholly, at leaft in a great 
4 eaſure, founded upon in. The Way of ſettling 
And Migniſte rs, by thruſting them in upon Congregations, 
ly as one Thing, among many others. that brought 
| thi Church low in the zd and 4th Centuries, for 
ef When was the Orthodox thruſt out, and the Arian 
atiooWWiſhops ſeuled by Troops of Dragoons in their 
Op Pbarges; as particularly Geargius in Alexandria 
rieſt Wa the Room of Athanaſius, | 
wa 2. Corruption in Doctrine is another Thing that 
e ü brings a Church very low. The ſpringing up of He- 
leni reſies in a Church has done her more Hurt than o- 
Will pen Perſecution, for this raiſeth an inteſtine War in 
tabl$a Church's own Bowels; and when the Builders 
or fall a ſquabbling among themſelves, the Work muſt 
men ſtand, and diſputing and debating this and the other 
hen Foint is more minded than practiſing af the Duties of 
wel Chriſtianity. The Riſing of the Arian Hereſy, 
urch that denied the Eternity of the Son of God; and 
ar i the Macedonian, that denied the Perſonality of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and the Neſtorian, that divided the 
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s 2 Ferſon of Chriſt ; and the Eutychean that confound- 
rie ed his Natures ; and: the Pelagian Hereſy, that de- 
of 28 ned the Neceſſity of the Efficacy of Grace in our 
ch Converſion, and aſſerted the Power of free Will; I 
au 1ay, the breaking out of theſe, and ſome vile Here- 
och fies, did more hurt the Church of Chriſt, ſor the 


Space of two Hundred Years, and upwards, than all 
| the 
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the ten bicodyiParkcrnidont did. When Miniſte 
leave the Form of ſound Words, 1 Tim. i. 13. n: 
glect the Simplicity of Goſpel - Truths, forget id 
converſe in the evangelical Myſteries with that Rel 
verence and godly Fear that is requiſite, and treat 
of ſacred Truth in a philoſophical Way and Manner 
this has not only a Tendency to beget an Itch of Cul 
riofity among Hearers, takes them off from the ſub 
ſtantial Duties of Chriſtianity; to the Decay of th& 
Life and Power of Religion, and- diſputing and de 
bating this and the other Opinion, is more minded; 
than practiſing of our Duty; but alſo to open a Door 
to the worſt Errors and Hereſies. Tis welllknown 
to all that has read any Thing of Church-hiftory, 
how that many of the primitive Fathers being con- 
verted from Gentiliſm to Chriſtianity; ſuch as Ju- 
fine Martyr, Clemens, Tertullian, Lactantiu,, 
&c. 1reated of the Chriſtian Doctrine with a philo- 
ſophick Genius; and their Platonick Notions, theirs 
| School didtinchons, and allegorick Expoſitions, gave 
Riſe to a great many vain Speculations and Errors 
that after wards tr d the Church, and carried 2. 
way many from Purity = Simplicity of Coſpel. 
Truths. | 
I may add upon this Head, Gmb in Worſhip, i; 
as another Thing that brings à Church and People| 
very low. The Flood of Errors that broke out, 
and were warmly preſſed by ſome, and ſtrongly op- 
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poſed by others in the 3d, 4th and 5th Centuries, and 
the warm Debares that à little after happened be- 
tween the Greek and Latin Church about the Pro- 
ceſſion of the third Perſon of the Trinity, and their 
Conteſts about the Uſe of Images in divine Worſhip, | 
he ſo alienated — Regard to the Miniſtry, 
| worn 


| 4% WY 
"rn out all Senſe of ſerious Religion, and rendered 
Body of the People fo ſenſual and obſtinate in 


ne that there Was no keeping up ſo much as the 

t tee and Appearance of Chriſtianity among them, 
Re. by accommodating Religion to their Tempers, 
reat 


d making it more ealy : And hence a great many 
ner .:n21 Rites and Cuſtoms were invented and made 
Cu cos of divine Worſhip ; ſuch as, a Man's confeſ- 
ſubſ p of his Sins to a Prieſt, inſtead of confeſſing them 
Cod, viſiting of Churches and Altars by Way of 
nance, followed with the Prieſt's Abſolution, in- 
ad of true Repentance before God; and by theſe 
Ja the like Ceremonies and uncommanded Pieces of 
-yotion, all Senſe of true Piety and Religion was 
orn out, and the Man thought himſelf ſure of Hea- 
In if he had been baptized with the Sign of the 
oſs, ſaid his Pater Noſter, and got the Prieſt's 
Irdon, while in the mean Time he knew nothing af 
With in Chri/t, was a Stranger to any Thing like a 
Work of Grace upon his Heart: At this Door did 
che Fopperies of Rome enter, which has brought 
at once famous Church ſo low. eee 
But I might bring this. further down, and nearer - 
our Times. Tis well known what good Progreſs 
Reformation from Popery had made in pious 
ing Edward's Days : But Queen Eliſabeth com- 
to the Throne, and loving a pompous Worſhip, 
d thorow the Influence of ſome about her, ſhe ur- 
d the Obſervation of their Ceremonies with the 


and moſt Rigour towards the latter Part of her Reign; 
1 d tho ſome made Reſiſtance, yet the Court being 
0 


flexible, a greater Number complied and went into 


heir Apeſe Meaſures, and their Popiſh Exgliſb. Cere monies 
Wy, uſt be obſeryed ; and tis top well known what 
try, ; 3 a N Weight 


e eee 

Weight is laid upon theſe Ceremonies, and what 

Bone of Contention theſe have been to this Day in 
Britain, and how Perſons living in the commot 
Courſe of Sin and Wickediie have been countenanced 
and admitted to all ſealing Ordinances, when Per 
ſons that have beeti Practiſers of all Kind of religiout 
Duties, and lived ſoberly, have been diſcout aged, de 
fied Admiſſion to ſealing Ordinances, becauſe he 
would tibt have his Child ſigned with the Croſs a 
Baptiſm, Eneel at the Lord's Table; and a great ma 
fy fuch uncommanded Parts of Worſhip. Poo 
Nonconformiſts have been perſecuted, caſt in neſty 
Goals, and ſuffered to die there for not bowing to th 
Altar, ſaying his Prayers off a Book, — Theſe Thing: 
cannot but bring 4 Church low, as to all the real 
Concerns of true Piety. WIS 9240 

3. Corruption iti the Life 4nd Converſation © 
Miniſters has an incredible Influence upon the bring 
ing of 4 Church low. A Fault in a Miniſter is 
more hainous, more taken Notice of, and of worſ 
Conſequence than in any other Perſon; If Mini 


Kers who are made conſpicuous by the Eminency 0 ne 
their Employments, being as it were at the Head off the 
the Religion publickly profeſſed, turn vain in thei "2 
Communications, profane in their Principles, and vi_h | 
cious in their Life and Converſation, it is incr fay 
dible how ſoon profeſſing Chriftians will be influgge. - 
enced, corrupted and debauched thereby: Peopl: Mi. 
ſee no Reaſon why they ſhould be better than thei”. 
Teachers, or walk in any other Paths than wha: 

they tread before them: When the Sons of Eli ei a 
erciſing the Prieſts Office, gave the People an open 


Example of Profaneneſs and Lewdneſs, the Bod 
bf the Nation was quickly, ſo far corrupted, J Chi 
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hat the Judgments of God in the firſt Captivity of 
the Land enſued thereon. - There is not a more 
wretched Creature on the Earth, than a drunken la- 
Ccivious wicked Miniſter ; and juſtly in ſome re- 
peR, niay all the Wickedneſs of a Pariſh be charged 
upon him, Fer. xxili. 13, 14, 15. where the Lord 
lays to theſe Prophets Doors, that Wickedneſs did ſo 
bound, For from the Prophets of Feruſalem bas 

EProphaneneſs gone forth into all the Land. No 
ſuch Enemy to Chriſt and the Salvation of Souls, 
as 4 vicious Miniſter, nor does any lay ſuch a Bar 
in the Way of the Goſpel as be does. What will 
People regard his Exhortations in che Pulpit, when 
he debaucheth them with kis Life ; or notice what 
he ſays upon the Sabbath, when they ſee his cor- 
rupt Practice thorow the Week? Every Time ſuch 
an one opens his Bible, he may there read his own 
Condemnation ; the penning of his Sermons, is a 
drawing up Inditements againſt himſelf ; and while 
be ſpeaks againſt Vicejin others, he is aggravating his 
own; he is juſt another Judas, who under Pre- 
tence of Friendſhip to Chriſt, betrays him; and if 
there be a hotter Place in Hell than another, to be 
lure ſuch an one will get it. 

But now I foreſee ſome People will be ready to 
fay, it is all owing to you that are the Clergy: If 
ever a Church and Land be brought low by ſuch a 
Miniftry as eaters in a wrong Way,corrupts the Doc- 
irine and Worthip of a Church, or proves corrupt 
in their Life and Converſition ; for tis the Judi- 
Eatures of the Church that appoint fuch Men. I 
know it is the common Cant of a great many 
P-ople at this Day to reproach Miniſters, and load 
Church judicatures, as the Cauſers of all our Straits 
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and Erie vances, without lodking upon their own Sins, 1 


and the Sins of a Land, as the procuring Cauſe o 


the ſame ; whereas there be many Things in People 
that provoke God to leave a Church, and weaken “ 
Miniſters Hands much in going about their Work 0 
and Duty. People cannot endure to be freely deal 
with, nor to have their Conſciences touched with 5 
Sermon; they think the Miniſter is labouring to dif "i 
grace their Perſons, if he ſpeak any Thing warmly 
againſt their Vices ; they would have him keep in, 
fair Generals, and come not too cloſe to them, o 
elſe make them quit of him altogether, //a. xxx. 9 
10, 11. Propbeſie not unto us right Things, pro 
Pbeſie Deceit, cauſe the boly one of 1ſrael to ceaſe, 
from before us. Micah ii. 6, 13. This ſbal 
be to you as a Breach, ſays the Lord. Further 
Peoples ſpending more of their Time in reproaching 
of Miniſters, and cenſuring of Church-judicature 
than in praying that the Lord may guide them, and 
bleſs their Labours to them, is another Cauſe wh 
it fares ſo ill with Miniſters and People both, Ezek. 
iii. 26. J will make thy Tongue cleave to the 
Roof of thy Mouth, that thou ſhalt not be to then 
a Reprover: For they are à rebellious Houſe 
But I paſs, — 

4tbly, Peoples Unſettledneſs in their Principles, ai o 
ways wavering, has a great Influence upon the bring 
ing of a Church low. Can we ever expect to ſee 
Church in a flouriſhing Condition, when the Body 
of a People, and even many of thoſe that would b 
thought to have more Religion than their Neigh 
bours, are ſtill wavering from Point to Point, laying 
down and taking up their Opinions and Principles fo 
faſt, their Faith is ſcarce a Month old; you (ball y. 

. | hardly 


3 
int, rdly * them this Week where they were the 
ol. "There is ſcarce a new Opinion broached by 
, eſpecially if he has got any Name for Piety, 
"it is preſently embraced, and the Author ap- 
uded: 'They can be exceeding zealous for ſo- 
n Leagues and National Covenants this Day, 
de ready to fire all, and break with the Church, 
me will not make them Terms of her Com- 
nion, and fundamental Articles of her Members 
thodoxy; and the next Day cry them down 
M carnal Ordinances, compare them to a Suaniſb 
| yuifition, and a helliſh Engine for a cruel Per- 
ion; aud others again this Day ſuch ſtanch 
eaſe sbyterians, that they unchurch all but them- 
ba es; and the next Day ſo much taken with 
hetucy, and a Common Prayer Book, that to them 
ming, are no Miniſters of Chriſt that do not uſe it: 
what Spring or Springs ſhall I refer this Unſet- 
neſs of People! 
Shall Jrefer it to their Ignorance of the Prin- 
Wes of Chriſtianity ? Certainly this is the Cauſe of 
Inſtability of a great many, they are at no Pains 
ſearch the Scriptures, and learn their Principles 
uſe Wm chat, but take them by Hearſays from their 
refathers 3 and not being able to give avy Rea- 
» UM of the Hope that is in them, they are eaſily 
tered out of their Faith, 2 Tim, iii. 6, 7. Or, 
Shall 1 refer it to the want of Love to the Truth, 
er than to the want of Learning? Certainly it is 
wich ſome; and to this Spring it is owiog, that 
have ſuch a Generation of Scepticks in Reli- 
Vine among us; a Sort of Men that would be very 
es loffry, if ye ſhould tax them as Enemies io the Truth, 
(hall yet will talk of it, and diſpute it with the great- 
dl) C2. eſt 
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eſt Indifferency. The Scriptures, the Holy I 
nity, the Perſon of Chriſt, his Incarnation and ( 
fices, the Nature and Grace of Juſtification, and d 
like divine Myſteries are all weighed in the Scalt 
of corrupt Reaſon : Theſe Men have no Prin 
ples ; for tho' they know the Truth, yet they lo 
it not, This was in a great Meaſure the fundame 
tal Cauſe of the whole Papal Apoſtacy, 2 The /. 
10. and the Thing that brought the Church low | 
tze Gth and the following Centuries. Or, 

Shall I refer this Unſetledneſs in People to the! 
complementing Temper ? They deſign to co 
plement their Rulers with their Conſciencies an 
Principles. Certainly. to this muſt be aſcribed 
that the Body of a People ſo often models the; 
Religion and Worſhip, according to the Will « 
their Rulers. 'To this is owing the many R 
formations and Deformations that happened i 
the Church of the Jews, in the Reigns of Aba 
Abab, &c. They followed them in their idolatro 
Courſes, and left the Temple-worſhip, and went u 
to their bigh Places: But in the Days of Hezekial 
that brave Reformer, they deſtroyed their hig 
Places, broke down their Altars, and worſhipp 
God in the Sanctuary; but no ſooner was N. 
naſſeb upon the Throne, who re- built theſe big 
Places, and ſet up Altars in the Temple to ail th 
Hoſt of Heaven, but the People immediately con 
plied, and went along with him in his idolatrou 
Courſe, and did worſe than their Fathers, 2. Xing 
Ii. 1, 10. In the Days of good Jeſiab they re 
formed ; but becauſe, as the Prophet obſerves, the 
did not turn to the Lord with all their Heart, Je 
il. 10. they fell away again in the 1 
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wtofatim and Zedekiab. And this very Thing 
JOE a great Meaſure the Cauſe why ſo many that 
owned the Proteſtant Religion in the pious King 
Edward's Days, fell back again into Popery in 
Queen Mary's Reign.. From all which it appears, 
what bad Influence Peoples Unſetledneſs in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, has upon the bringing a Church 
low. | | 
gthly, The abounding of Sin and Wickedneſs in a 
Church and Land brings them low, Pſal. cvi. 43. 
They provoked bim with their Counſels, and were 
brought low for their Iniquities. It would take a 
long Time to point out the Church of //rart's Sins, 
for which they were brought low,and-to rake into the 
Sins of this Land for which we are like to be brought 
low. I might mention /frael's Pride and Haughti- 
neſs as a Sin that brought them low ; tbe Pride of 
Ifrael teſtifieth to bis Face, Hol. vii. 10. Ja. iii. 
16, 17, 25, 26. Pride and Ambition, that uſually 
work ioo muck among People and Miniſters both, 
in Time of the Church's Peace, has ordinarily brought 
her low in all her moſt valuable Concerns, This 
could eaſily be ſhown from that Time of Peace the 
Church in ſome Meaſure had from about - the Year 
260, till the Perſecution raiſed by Diocleſian; for 
then there was ſcarce any other Thing heard among 
the Clergy, but who ſhould be higheit ; then Prelacy 
began to get up its Head, and the City-biſhops began 
to call them in the Country Cbore pic, Countrv- 
biſhops, by Way of Contempt; and tho' God, by 
Means of a bloody Diocleſian threw them into 21 
very hot Furnace for ten Years Tine; vet no con- 
er did the Lord by a pious Conflantine bring then: 
out of that, but the ſame Diſeaſe of Ambition over- 
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ttcoxk them, to the great Decay of the Life and Power 
: of Religion, and the breaking in upon her a dread- 
ful Deluge of Errors that brought the Church very 
* Jow. I might mention Perjury, and profane Swear- 
ing, Covenant-breaking, Oppreſſion, profaning of 
the Sabbath-day, which I am convinced is à crying 

Sin againſt many in this Land, that know not how 

to ſpend it, but in paying of their civil Viſits, and 
' travelling upon that Day, Peoples mocking at every if 

Thing that is ſacred ; many profane Wits, eſpeci- | 
ally among the younger Sort, who think themſelves 
mightily ſtrengthned by the late #o0lfton's Diſcour- 

ſes, and ſome other atheiſtical Books, do deride the 

Scriptures, and laugh at a future State: Theſe, and thi 
many other Sins that abound in this Land, are like 
to bring us low. D 
Stb, Peoples flighting and contemning of Goſpel- | 
miniſters, is another Thing that brings a Church 4% 
jow, 2 Cbron. xxxvi. 16. Miniſters Perſons are ſa- P, 
cred ; and whatever they are in themſelves, they are r 
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honourable on their Maſter's and their Meſſage's Ac- w. 
count, 2 Theſ. v. 12, 13. "Tis true Miniſters ſhould . 
recommend themſelves to Peoples Eſteem, by Di- 2 


ligence in their miniſterial Work, and Holineſs in 
their Life and Walk ; and when it falls out other- 

wiſe, they are juſtly the moſt deſpicable Ser of Men = 
in the World. Jf the Salt bave loft its Savour, 'tis C 
good for nothing but the Dungbill. However, I the 


fuppoſe, there was ſcarce ever an Age, in which the * 
miniſterial Cnaracter was fallen into greater Con- n 
tempt, than at this Day . . Men muſt have very low un 
Thoughts of a © Mſpel Miniſtry, when every Plow- 40 
man and Webſter dare thruſt himſelf into the Prieſt's 7 
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uch a facrilegious Uſurpation, in the Bowels of a 
onftitfte Church, by ſome that would be thought 
more religious than their Neighbours. Had People 
ny great Efteem of a publick Miniſtry, they would 
ot call them by ſuch contemptible Names, and la- 
dour to ruin their Character by Reproaches ; which 
hing does not only lay a mighty Bar in the Way 
of the Succeſs of their Labours, but provokes God 
fro bring ſome ſweeping Judgment upon-a Land. 0 

eruſalem, Feruſalem, that ftoneſt the Prophets, — 
% Houſe is left to thee deſolate. 

7thly,Groundleſs Schiſms and Diviſions is another 
Thing that brings a Church low. None can expreſs 
q the ſad Effects of this great Evil; and were there 
no more than this, to convince us of the dreadful 
Danger of it, that 'tis the uſual Way Enemies take to 
ruin a Church, it were enough to make us all guard 
againſt it. I need not ſpeak of the Schiſm of No- 
vatus, one of the Presbyters of Carthage, and his 
Party, who .had it for their Principle, that a Man 
who had been guilty df any. groſs Sin after Baptiſm, 
was not, even upon his ſubmitting to Church-cenſure, 
to be received, ſo much as into Lay-communion 
with the Church: Nor need I ſpeak before this 
learned Auditory, of the Schiſm of the Donatifts, 
that took its Beginning in the Heat of the Drocle/ian 
Perſecution; tho' it broke not out to any Height till 
the Year 331, It began firſt about ſome Church U- 
tenſils, which Cecilianus Biſhop of Carthage de- 
manded an Account of from the EMers of that Church, * 
unto whoſe Care Menſurius the former Biſhop had 
committed them; but they refuſing to deliver then), 
and drawing in one Celeftus, and Donatus Maſcu- 
titans, and Donatus Galamenſis, made a Conſpi 

racy 
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racy againſt their Biſhop, and ſeparated themſelves 
from all Communion with him. This Schiſm laſted 


a long Time, and rent the whole Churchot Africa 5 
I fiad from Q/iander . That in the Town of Bagg, 7 
there met a Synod of them to the Number of three Ar 


Hundred and Ten, and ge poſed the Biſhop of that Place, 
and Twelve more: Their Party grew mad and furi fi 


ous rd into groſs Hereſies; ſuch as, that Chriſt 
in reſpect of his Deity, was leſs than the Father, + 
They re-baptized all that join d with them. None t 
can expreſs the fatal Effects of Diviſion ; as it ord] ;1 
narily flowe ch from a proud contentious Frame offiff © 
Spirit, ſo it begenteth more Strife, to the wearing 
out of all brotherly Love and Affection; it beget. I & 
teth Alienation of Heart, ſows the Seeds of Jealouſy ſe 
and Sulpicion, makes Men ſtand as Spies upon one 


another.s Actions, and to fer themſelves to wref - 
and miſconſtruct every Thing they do and fay ; yea N 
ofttimes they run the Length as to imprecate Eyi © 
againſt one another, as guad Cbrxſaſtom and Epipbaſ { 
niu did; and to perſecute one another. It Wa 
the great Diviſion that fell in among our firſt Refa , 
mers that obſtructed the, Progreſs of that good Work, F 
and hardned many in Popery, Nothing has a wor fe ;, 
Influence upon the Power 2nd Life of Religion in: 4 
Church. Well does the wiſe Man compare the Be ©; 
ginning of it, to the letting out of Water; and . 
the Apoſtle ſay, I bere Strife and Contention i, f 
there is Confuſion, and every evil York. * 
' 8$tbly,Cruel and bloody Perſecution is another Thingi v 
that brings a Church and People low. Tho' feriou |. 
Religion may be preſeryed in the Perſons of ſome i o 
Who may thrive-and flouriſh in the Knowledge and 1 
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Prafticeiof true Chriſtian Principles in an evil Day; 
yet as to the Body and outward Appearance of 2 
urch, there is ordinarily a ſad Decay upon her in 
Time of Perſecution. Saul made great Havock 
bf the apoftolical Churches, and keept them ftill low: ; 
and whether the Perſecution be brought upon the 
Church by Pagans, or by theſe that are called Chri- 
ſtians, it hath (till a fatal Tendency to weaken her. 
"Tis well known, that many forſook Chriſtianity i in 
the Time of the ten Perſecutions, and delivered up 
their Bibles to be burnt ; z and yet it muſt be owned, 
that Chriſtianity Rill keept the Field, yea enlarged i its 
Conqueſts. The Holineſs of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, and the great Patience, Conſtancy; and Cheer- - 
fulneſs that they ſhewed in their Sufferings, wrought 
ſo upon many of the Spectators, who came Pagans 
thither, that they openly confeſſed themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, and within a few Hours were crowned with 
Martyrdom ; but theſe laterPerſecutions that have been 
carried on by one Party of Chriſtians againſt another, 
ſuch as the Effects of a Popiſh League, a Spaniſh In- 
quiſition, a French and Jriſh Maſlacres, the Marian 
Perſecution, and the horrid Cruelty that was exerci- 
ſed againſt Presbyterians, and other Nonconformiſts 
inthe late Reigns, I doubt not will every Way balance 
any Perſecution that bel the Church in the former 
Ages, and is certainly of far worſe Conſequence than 
any Perſecution raiſed by Pagans againſt Chriſtians ; 
for it cannot but make theſe that are indifferent about 
all Religion, lock upon it to be nothing fave a Fancy, 
when they ſee thoſe that profeſs it acting ſo contrary 
to the Nature of it : When it was one great End of 
gur Lord's coming into the World, to reſtore that 
Loye of God and of our N eighbour, that had 427 
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ſay, that impriſoning, fining, baniſhing, and Killing 
believing in Chriſt, and worſhipping God, according 


Chriſtian Church in her Infancy. He chained her 
Enemies from ſtrangling her in the Birth; and 
Charged them not to hurt the tender Graſs of the 
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ed from our corrupt Nature; will any ſober Man 


of Men for no other Reaſon in the World, but for 


as they are invincibly convinced in their Conſcience: 
they ought to do, is a due Repreſentation of this De 
ſign? Surely no; yea this Courſe is not only alien 
to the Goſpel, but includes a notable Defection from 
it, inaſmuch as Force and Perſecution carries in it 
more of the Spirit of Antichriſt and Mabomet, than 
of the meek and lowly Jeſus, who prayed for For: 
giveneſs to his Perſecutors. 

III. Head was to ſhew how remarkably the Pro- 
vidence of God has interpoſed for the Preſervation 
df the Church, when ſhe has been brought low. 

1/t, 'The Mercies of God has interpoſed to pre- 
vent a Church's Ruin, when in a low Condition, {*® 
by chaining up her Enemies from wronging of her, er 
while in that Caſe, The Church of God was in 2 | 
low Condition in the World, when in a Manner 
confined to Jacobs Family; and all of her that went 
down to Egypt, made but threeſcore and fifteen 
Souls, As vii. 14. How eaſily, as one would 
think, might human Cruelty and Force have cruſh- 
ed her i in the Birth, had not God chained the Pagan 
World, and turned the Hearts of the Egyptian Kings 
to cheriſh her. And as wonderfully did the Mer- 
cies of God interpoſe in preſerving the primitive 


Earth, till he had ſealed and marked out his Ser- 
vants thorow the World in their Foreheads. What 


"a merciful Providence was it, that Chriſt ſhould be MF © 


born 
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"rn in the peaceable Reign of Lugufus ? and that 
ring the Time of Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, 
* otherwiſe very cruel in their Natures, the 
urch ſhould be under no tated Perſecution, ſave 


udea; which driving the Apoſtles and others, to 
d to other Places of the World to preach Chriſt, 
ded rather to her Enlargement than Diminution. 


"i Nero was the firſt that raiſed any ſtated Perſecu- 
han Wa againſt her. A Prince of ſuch extravagant 
207 Wanners, that deſervedly he may be called a Beaſt 


humane Shape ; one that gave up himſelf to all 
anner of Vice and Wickedneſs ; as, Drunkenneſs, 
uxury, Sodomy and Inceſt, which laſt he attempted u- 
pn his own Mother Agrippina, whom he cauſed 
II: He put to Death his Tutor Seneca, killed his 
wo Wives Octavia and Poppea; he murdered 
ore than half of the Senate ; he ſet the City Rome 
Fire, and ſung over its Ruins the Tragedy of 
roy ; and to wipe off the Odium from himſelf, 
arged it upon the Chriſtians ; and upon that Pre- 
een xt raiſed a bloody Perſecution againſt them. Well 
light the Chriſtians glory in ſuch an Author of their 
roubles, that could condemn nothing but what was 
ninently good. In this the mericful Providence of 
od wonderfully appeared in preſerving of the 
burch ; in not ſuffering this to happen, till Chriſti» 


tive Wity had gained a conſiderable footing in the World; 
her r it was now about thirty three Years ſince Chriſt's - 
and Meath, and before this the Chriftian Faith had en- 
the Irged its Conqueſts farther than all the Roman 
oor. esions could carry theirs : Divine Proyidenge wiſe- 
hat ordered it, that the Goſpebſeed ſhould be ſown 


a Calm, and the Church come to ſome Stablity 


ly a little Scufle, that at a Time ſhe met with in 
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and Firmneſs before the Storm ſhould age nor 
was it ſuffered to continue long, about one Year 
fy ſome: Theſe Emperors wanted not Cruelty, wan 
| ted not Power, wanted not Opportunity enough tq 
have cruſhed the Church in the Birth, and yet coul 
not do it, being Chained up by an unſeen Hand, 
Laban was from wronging of Jacob, Gen, xxxi. 2 

'2dly, The tender Mercies of God have interpoſet 
for preventing the Church's Ruin when low, b 
giving her Times of breathing, in the midſt of he 
8 Trials, It is very obſervable, that tho thi 

hurch wanted a Chriſtian Emperor for the Spa 
of three hundred Years, and went throw ten blood 
Perſecutions, yet they did not all immediately ſucces 
one another, ſhe had ſome Reſpite and Eaſe ſtill be 
tween them; ſome lucid Interyals betwixt i 8 
Storms; from the Death of Nero, in the 66 or 6 
Quring the Reigns of Galba, Oibo, Fitelliu 

eſpaſian and Titus, ſhe had about twenty (i 
Years Peace, till Domitian, about the 92, raiſed 
ſecond Perſecution againſt her. He was anoth: 
Edition of Nero for Cruelty ; he put to . 
Couſin german Flavius Clemens then Conſul, 
giviog a fayourable Teſtimony to Chriſt, and, * 
Havia Domitella for the ſame Cauſe. This Peſecu 
on laſted till Domitian's Death, which happen 
about three Years after ; and after this ſhe enjoy: 
about ten or twelve Years Peace, in the Reign 
Cocceius Nerya, who abrogated all Domztian 
cruel Acts, and re-called Bn be had baniſhed ; th 
there was a new Perlecution raiſed againſt her | 
Trajan's Time, Nerva's Succeſſor, about the tent 
Year of his Reign, and the 108 Year of our Lot 
tho ſome ſay it began about five Years ſooner. 
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was ſomewhat ſoftned by Means of Pliny's Letter 
tothe Emperor, then lying at "Antioch, in which 
, wan he ſpeaks favourably ot the Chriſtians. 


ugh i Adrian ſucceeded in the Empire, and continued 
the Perſecution. He was a Man in whom it is 
nd, aM hard to tell, whether Vice or Virtue had the Aſcen- 
1. 2 dant. Some learned Men think he continued to per- 
poſel ſecute the Church for the Space of eight Years, viz. 
v, U from the ſecond af his Reign, till the tenth, when 
of he it was ſtopped about the Year 128. Antoninus 


Pius ſucceeded in the Empire, he continued the Per- 
Spi ſecution about the Space of three Years, till Juſtine 
loo} Martyr ſent an Apology to the Emperor, in Fa- 
cc: yours of the Chriſtians ; upon which he iſſued out 
ill de an Edict, forbidding any Man upon Pain of Punifh- 
xt i ment to moleſt the Chriſtians, except they attempted 
r 6% ſomething againſt the Peace of the Empire. This 
u Edict is reckoned to have been publiſhed in the Year 
of our Lord 140 ; and then the Church had Reſt for 
the Space of twenty Years, till Antoninus Death, 
Annd 160. | 

To Antoninus Pius, ſucceeded Marcus Aure- 
lius, Antoninus Philoſopbus, and his- Brother 
Lucius Yerus. He began a Perſecution againſt the 
Church, abour the 7th Year of his Reign; it raged 
thorow the Weſt, and was very hot in France, 
where many ſuffered, till by the Chriſtian Legion 
a pleaſant Rain was obtained by Prayer for the Re- 
lief of his Army, then in War with the Quads, a 
People in Germany ; upon which he ſtopt the Per- 
fecution, and made it Death for any to accuſe a Chri- 
Nian for his Religion. 


. Commodus Pertinax, aud Julian, for about the Space 
. | of 


„After this the Church had Peace all the Reigns of 


e 
of fifteen Years, viz. from Anno 180, till Anno 
195, in which Time ſhe wonderfully increaſed, 
Severus the African ſucceeded ; he was ſubtile, 
' treacherous and bloody, and raiſed a new Perſecuti 
on againſt the Church ; but after him ſhe had Peace 
about the Space of twenty ſeven Years under the 
Reigns of Caracalla, Macrinus, Heliogabulus, 
Alexander Severus;.the firſt three of whom were 
otherwiſe very beaſtly, bloody cruel Men. Then 
Maximus raiſed the ſeventh Perſecution, about the 


Year 237; and after this the Church had about twelve 


Years Quiet, in the Reigns of Balbinus, Pupienus, 
the Gordians, and Philip Arabs. And then De- 
cus tailed the eight Perſecution in the Year 2 50, 
which was exceeding hot, and lafted about two 


ears; and then the Church had about five Years 


Quiet, till Anno Dom. 257, when Halerian, who 
had been. very friendly to the Chriſtians, but was 
ſeduced by Macrinus an Egyptian Magician, 
raiſed a dreadful Perſecution againſt them, which 
continued about three Years and an Half. And then 
from the Captivity of Falerian, who was taken 
Priſoner by Sapor King of Perſia, Anno Dom. 
260, the Church had near forty two Years Peace, 
till the Year 302, when the tenth Perſecution was 
raiſed againſt the Church by Diocleſian, and it 
laſted ten Years, till Conſtantine had ſettled the 
Peace of the Empire. He changeth the Storm into 
a Calm; O that Men would praiſe the Lord 

_ 34ly, The tender Mercies of God has interpoſed 
to prevent the Church's Ruin, by raiſing up Men 
of great Learning, Courage, Zeal and Activity to 
ſtand for the Defence of her Faith, againſt all the 


Attacks of her ſubtile and crafty Enemies. The 
9 Church 


- 


_ 83 
% nurch of Chriſt has ſuffered no leſs Damage, and 
| er Ruin has been as ſeyerely threatned by the Pen 
file Hereticks, as ever it was by the Sword of 


ks been made at her Faith, by the Pens of wicked 
eathen Philoſophers ; ſuch as Cel/us, Porphyry, 
Fulian,— and by vile Gnofticks, Arians, Mace- 


re Mbnians, &c. by whom ſhe has been brought very 
en Wow : But ſtill the Lord has raiſed up noble Cham- 


ions on her Side, ſuch as Juſtine Martyr, Ter- 
Ve Wullian, Apollonius, Athanaſius, Baſil, Nazian- 


led her Cauſe, and ſtopt the ſwelling Tide of that 
Deluge of Errors, by which ſhe was like to be ſwal 
wed up in theſe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 

4thly, The merciful Providence of God has inter- 
poſed to prevent the Church's Ruin, by caſting a 


is Wone in the Road of her Enemies. How often has 
10 Mercies of God wrought his Peoples Deliverance, 
a dy putting other Work in their Enemies Hand, juſt 


hen they thought to ſwallow them up. Thus was 
David and his Men delivered trom Saul, when he 
as at the Point of catching his Prey. News are 


©, [Drought him, That the Philiſtines had invaded the 
s Find. So when Sennocherib King of AſHria 
it Whought of ſwallowing up the Church and People of 
4 he Jeu in Hezekiab's Days, the Lord made him 


dear a Rumour of the Ethiopians coming forth a- 
zainft him, and cauſed him by that, and a Blaſt of 


dwa Land, and fall there, a. xxxvii. 7, 36, 37. 

bus Falens Emperor of the Eaſt, a great Suppor - 
er of the Ariant, continued to perſecute the Or- 
bodox, till Providence found him out Work _ 
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Wody Enemies. What bold and daring Thruſts 


ren, Auguſtine, Lactantius, &c. who have nobly = 


I Wind he ſent among his Soldiers, return to his 
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| Way; for the Gotbs and Barbarians bleaking g 
upon the Empire, and deſtroying all to the very Suburb 
of Conſtantinople, he was obliged to march out 
gainſt them: And in a Battle with them at Adriy 
nople a City of Thracia, on the Frontiers of A 
cedoma, was wounded by them; and being carrie 
into a Cottage near by, the Houſe was ſet on Fire by 
the Enemy, and he burnt to Aſhes in it: A juſt Juds 
ment upon him, who, a little before, had put Ninet 
eight Miniſters together in a Ship, and ſet it on Fir 
with them, for their owning of the Truth agaial 

Arianiſi T. 8 
Itbhy, Tne tender Mercies of God have interpoſed 
to prevent the Church's Ruin when brought low ji 


F 
by  ſnatching the great Inſtruments of the Church 
Trouble, out of the Enemies Hand; and making then B 
work her Relief. I might inſtance this in the Conf (1 
verſion of Saul, As ix. I ſcarce think Chriſtianiſſ w 
could have a mpre accompliſhed Enemy among tl ck 
Jeu than Saul, or that Satan could chuſe a fine m 
Tool to bear down the Church than he: He was ri; 
\ Phariſee, a Sect that had the greateſt Sway amom te; 
the Jews : He was a Man of gteat Learning, brougi Fe 
up at the Feet of Gamaliel: A Man,of wonderſii of 
Zeal, and of a blameleſs Life and Walk : A May D 
that ated from Conſcience, tho' miſinformed, D. 
ſo, no doubt, was the more forward to bear doi re 
"Chriflianity, which could not but harden Men cf 
more in their Prejudices againſt the Chriſtian Religh be 
on, and make them the more averſe to embrace i} 7 
- when they ſaw a Man of ſuch a Character fo fierceſi Jed 


© oppoling it : But God made a Convert of him, — 4 
* | : Y . 1 b. 


: — — ks 
I Socrat. Lib. 4. Cap. 45. 


1, 
os U Fiap to preach that Faith which he once deflroß 


LEE ix. 31. For then bad ſbe reft throughout all 
arg ea, Galilee, and Samaria and were edified, 
ort of. the” Holy Gboſt, were multiplied. _ 

There is another remarkable. Piece of Hiſtory, 
wherein the merciful Providence of God toward his 
Church, when brought low, doth wonderfully appear. 
Charles V. intending to deſtroy the Proteſtant Re- 


he got many of the Princes to join him ; and the 
more to cajole them into his Meaſures, he ordered 
ſome of his Divines; with ſome others, to draw up a 
then Book for reconciling Matters of Religion, which 
Corll Mould take Place till a Council ſhould meet. This 
ianigſ was called the Interim of Germany, wherein the 


e t chief Conceſſions to the Proteſtants, were, the Sacra- 


ment of the Supper in both Elements, and that mar · 
ried Prieſts might officiate ; an Engine to ruin the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, fot hereby he was fo keep all in 
Feace, till he ſhould eftabliſh himſelf abſolute Maker 
of the Empire: But ſee how the Lord defeated his 
Devices, for the Princes perceiving that this was the 
Drift of the War, they were generally diſpoſed to 
revolt. And the Emperor. having broke the Elector 
of Saxony and Landgrave of Heſſe's Forces; and 
beginning to preſs all to ſubmit 10 the Council of 
Trent. Matrice, whom the Emperor had made E- 
leftor of Saxony, not content with this, and ſome Se- 
vetity towards the Zandgrave his Father- i law, diſ- 
ſembled the Matter with the Emperor, till be got 
— eſtabliſhed General ot all the EMperor's 


&d, and this proved a great reviving to the Church, 


walking in the Fear of the Lord, and in the Com- 


ligion in Germany, raiſed a War againſt the Prote- 
ams; and pretending that it was on a civil Account, 
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Forces; and N into Correſpondence with 
the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, and with Eng. 


land and France, and having made fure the — 


be quartered them in the Territories of the Popiſh 


Princes; and in the Year 1552, declared for the 
Liberty of Germany, took Ausburgh, and many 
other Towns; demands of the Emperor the Liberty 
of the Landgrave his Father-in-law, being then the 
Emperor's Priſoner ; but he being ſlow in anſwer- 
ing, Maurice had almoſt ſurprized him in / nſpruch, 
from whence he fled by Torch-light, and went into 
Italy. Thus did the Lord uſe that very Army and 
Prince, that had been chiefly inſtrumental in bear- 
io down the Reformation, to obtain Freedom for 

t: And the Emperor's Deſigns, that had been fo 
kink in hatching, were in little more than a Year's 
Time ſo blaſted, . that he could never put Life in 


them again, which made him ſhortly after reſign the 
Empire to bis Brother Ferdinand, and go to a mo- 
naftick Life: And at laſt the Edict of Paſſau was 


obtained, by which the free Exerciſe of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion was granted. O bow wonderfully 
does the Providence of God interpoſe for a Church 


 whea ſhe is brought low? 


- Gthly, The merciful Providence of God has in- 
4 for a Church when brought low, by ſeiting 
Boundaries to her Enemies Rage. The ſame divine 
Power that ſets Bounds to the raging Waves of the 


Sea, ſets Reſtraints to the Wrath of Man. The 
2 of Wrath wilt thou reſtrain, Plal. Ixxvi. 


The vileſt and wickedeſt of Men have been 
with-hel by an unſeen Hand from wronging God's 
Church and People beyond his Permiſſion. Many 
Inftzaces ot chis might be given. The . 

142 thought 


* 
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thought to have N the People of Fydah, 
Root and Branch, yet they could do no more than 
take the Spoil, and tread them down for a Time as 
Mire in the Streets, Iſa. xvi. 12. And Phargob 
and his | Hoſt thought either to have carried all the 
Iſraelites back Prifoners to Egypt, or killed them 
outright, when he got them in berween him and the 
Red-ſea, yet he could do no more but put them into 
a little Fright. Herod, after he had killed Famer, 
becauſe he ſaw it pleaſed the Fews, thought to have 
done ſo with Peter, and others of the Apoſtles ; but 
Providence put a Stop to his Career, and threw the 
bloody Inſtrument into the Grave, Ad, xii. He 
10 ſets Bounds both to the Mezſure ot their Wrath, lets 
it ariſe ſo high, and no higher ; and to the Oonti- 
-nuance of it; the Church ſhall continue in Babylon 
he Seven Vears, and no more. The Church in the 
>. | Revelation, Chap. ii. 10. ſbal! ha ve Tribulation 
50 for ten Days, and no more. That bloody Tyrant 
Diocleſian ſhall be able but to caſt ſome of them in- 
10 Priſon, not all of them, as he thought, and ſhall 
ch continue the Perſecution but ten Years, and then it 

ſhall ſtop. Wonderful, that Chriſtians ſhould be 
* preſerved in the Midſt of Wolves, that fain would 
in deſtroy them, and yet can no more do it, than the 

Uons could do Daniel in the Den among them! 
7 7ibly, The tender Mercies of God have interpoſed 
rhe to prevent the Church's Ruin, when brought lov, 
i by raiſing up ſome to ſtand upon her Side, and be in- 
e ftrumental in her Deliverance, and of breaking all 
3's be Meaſures ber Enemies had laid for her Ruin, 
20 Thus when the Church was like to be ruined by a 
ox Set of wicked Kings in Egypt, he raiſed up Moſes 
ght tir a Deliverer unto her, and cloathed him with 

2 E 2 0 ſuch 
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Gith-Power and Authority, as enabled him to cape 
With all the Tyranny and Pride of Exypt. The 

ord has brought Iaſtruments of Relief to his Church 

rom far diſtant Corners of the Earth. I might ſhew 
you how he called forward the Medes and Perji 
ans under Cyrus, to bring about the Deliverance cf 
the Jeuiſb Church from the Babylonian Yoke,when 
ſhe was very low, and her Enemies thought them- 


| ſelves in the greateſt Safety, and were triumphiag 


over her in a moſt inſolent daring Manner, by uſing 
the ſacred Veſſels of the Temple. in their proffue 


_ Feaſts. I might alſo-ſhew how the Lord called Con. 


ftantine the Great from ſych a remote Corner a 
"Britain, where he then was, to liberate his poor 
oppreſſed Church from the formidable Power of (je 
Tyrants at Rome. He ſtirred him up to go agzialt 
Maxentius, the Son of Maximinianus Hercul: 
f, a horrid flagitious Perſon, and à cruel Enemy of 
the Chriſtians. and delivered that bloody Perſ-cucor 
into his Hand; yea, took him in the very fame Snare 
that he had laid for Conftantine ; for being draws 
out of the City, and fleeing before Conſtantine, he 
was forced to take that very Bridge over the Rive, 

at he had laid to enſnare him; which giving Way 
Wich the Weight upon it, he, and the chief of tis 
Followers, plunged down like Lead into the Water, 
1 would de tedious to ſhow, how the merciful Pro- 


. of God raiſed up the Elector of Saxon, 


andgrave of Heſſe, Maurice of Saxony, and 
others in Germany, to appear again. all the Popilh 
| Power, for the Relief of his oppreſſed People there, 


till the Liberty of the Proteſtant Religion ſhou.d be 


obtained by the Edict of Paſſau, as has been ſuid 
Had if ut might not appear tedjous, I would give! 
(vt! 
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Fort Account of :ahe n the Lord made 
for the Proteſtant Church of France after the Refor- 
mation, in breaking all the Meaſures of her Enemies, 
and in raiſing up Inſtruments of Deliverance for her. 


The reformed © Religion being fown in France 


by the Zaldenſes and © Albigen/er, the Proteſtants 


were treated with the greateit Rigour for Forty 
Years after, till thorow the Diviſions at Court, they 
got ſome Reſpite in Francis Ils Time: And after 
Francis Death, the Queen Mother Catharine de 
Medici, being declared Regent during the Minori- 


'ty of Charles IX. the brave Admiral Chaſtillon 


prevailed ſo fat with her cantrary to the Will of the 
King of Spain, and the Guiſian Faction, that in Ju- 
rgry'1 562, the Proteſtants had the firſt Edict for 
the Toleration of their Religion granted them : But 
the faid Faction envy ing their Happineſs, kindled a 
civil War, which ended in the Aſlaſſination of the 
Duke of Guiſe before Orleans by Poltrat. Upon 
this Peace was concluded, ind the former Edict was 
confirmed at Amboiſe in March 1563: But the. 
Queen Mother being of different Sentiments as to 
Goverament fram the Admiral and Prince of Conde, 
and greading the Power of the Proteſtants, (being 
above One thouſand two hundred and fifty Churches 
of them, as Heylin f ſays; but another Author 
ſays, There were two Thouſand one Hundred 
and Filty Churches of them ;) carried Matters ſo 
with the King uf Spain, that there was another 
civil War rated,” which ended iu the Confirmation 
of the Edict of January, at the Pacification of 
Coartresy March 1568. But the Popiſh Prieſts 
by gathering PIN and 2 "= the Proteſtants 
. | in 
* 176. 1 


4.38 ) 
in the Time of Peace, raiſed a third civil War, which 


laſted about wo. Years : In this the Prince of Conde 


is killed, and the King of Navar (afterwards Hen. 
ry IV.) is made Head of the Proteftants ; and there 
is a third Edict of Paciſication agreed upon Anm 


. 1.570, more to che Advantage of the Proteſtant 
than the former. 


But now-the-Queen Mother and Cardinal of Lo 


rain deviſed to ruin the Proteſtants, by ſetting on 
Foot a Marriage in Paris between Margaret ix 
King's Siſter and the King of Navar; at which, 


contrary to all Promiſes of Safety, the brave Admi. 
ral of France, and more than Thirty 'Thouſand Pro- 


teſtants are baſely murdered, and the Prince of Cond: 


and King of Navar are forced to turn Catholicks, 
and are made Priſoners. Upon which the Popiſh 


Fowers faiſed anew War, thinking to ruin the Pro- Nel 


* teſſants/ quite, now when they wanted a Head: Bu 


the Lotd was on their Side, and their Affairs in one | 
Year's Lime was reſtored to a better Condition than 
ever; and a fourth Edict of Pacification was iſſued? 


out Anno 15775; ind the next Vear Charles I 


died moſt miſerably, his. Blogd ſtreaming from alſ** 
the Parts of his Body; a juſt Judgment of God vpoiſ 


him for the Hand he had in this bloody Maſſacre, 


Henry II. ſucceeded Charles. In his Time there 
was à Party of Papiſts called the Politicks, at the 
Head of which was the Duke of Alencon, who lee- 
ing how he Clergy, by their Violence, was like to 


ruin the Liberties: of France. joined for their, own | 


Ends with the Proteſtants. And after new Troubles, 
à fifth Edict of Pacification, more favourable to the 
| Proteſtants than the former Four, was obtained An 
30 1575: This ſet the Preachets a-Taging ; 2 
e- 


| . 

2 their holy Mother - church, which was now 
in Danger, they framed their Popiſh League, and got 
he King and States to diſannul the former Edict, up- 
"Fonwhich anew War aroſe ; but the King being given 
o Luxury, grew ſoon weary of it, and a Peace is 
oncluded September 1577, in Terms little different 

from the former EdiR. * 
7, The Guifian Fa dion being diſpleaſed with the 
ass lazy Temper, ſpoke of degrading of him, 
de Nen Which a new War was like to break out be. 
lich tween him and them: But the Leaguers finding that 
be Proteſtants were ready to aſſiſt the King, they, 
Pro horow the Means of the Queen Mother, accom- 
modated the Matter, and prevailed with the King to 
fue out an Edict, declaring Proteſtants uncapable 
of any Office, and diſcharging the Exereiſe of their 
Religion upon Pain of Death. This ſet all into a 
lame, the Leaguers grew ſtronger and fironger, 
in in an Aſſembly at Blozs, October 1588, they 
demanded of the King, that the Armies ſhould be 
into the Hands of the Duke of Gui/e, and the 
Ling of Navar (who with the Prince of Conde, 
nd made their Eſcape from their Confinemenr, re- 
wunced their Cathglick Profeſſion, and headed the 


Tz roteſtants. again) rendered uncapable of ſucceeding 
here 82 he Crown, which ſo incenſed the King, that he 


led both the Duke and Cardinal be aflaflinate ; 

fell the two Ringleaders of the Kingdom's 
roubles, who laboured to give up the Liberties of 
Gallican Church to the Pope, and to transfer 


Crown from.the Houſe of Bourbon to the Houle 
of Lorain. 


This Deed of the King ſet the Clergy a-roaring. 
1d toe Doctors of the Sorbonne met and declared, that 


* 
- 


| * n 
the People were freed from their Oath of Fidelity 
to King Henry HI. and they might unite, arm, and 


collect Money for to fight for their Mother-church 


againſt him: Theſe Articles were ſent to Ko ne. 
and confirmed by the Pope. All Things went 
10 Confution, and the King was aſlaſſinate by 
Jacques Clement, and Te Deum was ling in te 
Churches of Paris for this. | 

Hen of Navar ſucceeded, and tho' aſſi ſted by 


Men and Money from Queen Elizabeth, was not. 


adle to mate himſelf eafyz and therefore, to te. 


ſtore Peace to the Kingdom, he abjured the Prote- 
' ſtant Religion, Anno 1593, and was received 


into the "Romiſh Communion by the Archbiſhoy 
of -Baurges; The Lezgiers fearing this would bring 
in the People to own his Power, gave it out a 
counterfeit,” and ftirred up one Cbatel. a Student 
among the Feſuiter, to kill the King, which the 


Villain attempted'? But the King ſtooping at thit 
very laſtant, received the Blow in his Mouth, and 


loſt one of his Teeth by it, which was deſigned tor 
his Heart, a” juſt Rebuke of him for renouncing his 
Religion. Upon this alt the Jeſuite are baniſhed 
the Kingdom, (they returned Auno 1602) the King 
was favourable to the Proteſtants, and by the Edit 
of Nantz 1598, reſtored: to them the free Exerciſe 
of their Religion, and put them in to civil Offices and 
Imployments; as well as the Catholicks. * In ſhott, 


. the Proteſtants grew ſo ſtrong in France, that 


they had in their Hands above three Hundre 


walled Towns and l and were abſolute 

| Moaſtert 
* Pide Book, i An Account 7 the Roman Cath: 
lick Clergy, and Zealot "of Prance, from the firſt Toleratiu 
of the Prot eſt ant Rad ro to their "Exputſi on, publiſhed bv! 
1709, and re- pub ed 1710. 
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Maffers of all theſe Provinces that lay along ſhe 
Aquatian Shore, and the Fyrenees from the Me- 
diteranean Sea, to the River of Loyre ; but be- 
coming too inſolent, Lei III. ftripp'd them of allꝰ. 
I -have been longer upon this Point than 1 ſhould; 
yet the Relation I hope will not be tedisus to the 
Reader. I need not inſiſt upon the Lord's ſtirring 
up the Duke of Lancaſter to favour the YFickli- 
rite in England, and the Lords of the Congrega- 
tion to ſtand for the Proteſtant Religion in Scot 
land ; nor need I ſpeak of Providence bringing over 
the brave Prince of Orange, our late Sovereign 
King William, of happy Memory, at the Revolution; 
to relieve his oppreſſed Church in Britain, when 
brought very low, and the Blood of his Servants 
was ſhed like Water round about our Jeruſulem, 
and there was none to bury them. 


bly, The tender Mercies of God have intetpoſed 
to prevent the Church's Ruin when brought low; 


by 'beftowing upon her Miniſters and Members a 
more than- ordinary Spirit, Zeal and Courage for 
ſuffering. - Certainly if the Church of Chriſt had not 
been bleſſed with a more than ordinary Meaſure of 


a ſuffering Spirit, ſhe had been extin& long ago: 
Her Prayers and Tears, her Faith and Patience 


have been ſtill her Weapons, whereby ſhe has van- 
quiſhed her Enemies. What greater Cruelty ? What 


more dreadful Deaths can be ever inflicted againſt 


the Saints and People of God, than has been inflicted 
by Savage Pagans, for the Space of 300 Years; and 
after them by vile Arians, and other groſs Here 
ticks, and by bloody Papiſts and others. Some haye 
been ſcourged all over with rin ſome on 
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with Tortures; ſome flayed alive; ſome have had 
their Fleſh ſcrapt off with red hot Irons; ſome had 
their Hearts taken out of their Bodies alive; ſome 
expoſed to Lyons and wild Beaſts; ſome roaſted 
on Gridrons ; ſome boiled in Caldrons,— and yet 
Chriſtians in a fearleſs Manner have faced all theſe 
cruel Deaths, ſhewed more Courage and Patience 
in ſuffering than their Executioners, (that being wea- 
ried haye relieved one another by Turns) could do 
in tormenting; and the ſuffering Chriſtian has re- 
turned from the tormenting Rack, triumphing over 
his Ferſecutors, as that excellent Man Juliano did, 
ſaying to his Fellow Sufferer, They depart van- 
quiſhed, and Ay with Shame: At Thebais in Egypt, 
no leſs than an Hundred would been deſtroyed in 
one Day under Diocleſian. What has been the 


Fruit of all the Spaniſh Inquiſitions, Popiſh Leagues, 


French ard {rifb Maſſacres, and other cruel Deal- 
lings, but go make the Church come forth like a 
pure Virgin, refined from all her Filth? No ſooner 
has Sentence been pronounced upon one, than o- 
thers have gone to the Judge's Tribunals, confeſſed 
themſelves Chriſtians, received their Sentence with 
Joy, and gone off ſinging to the Stake. The Blood 
of the Martyrs has Mill been the Seed of the 
Church, and the true Faith has never taken deeper 
Root, than where the Saints Blood has been ſhed. 
This has drawn SpeRators ſeriouſly to inquire into 
the Grounds of that Faith for which. theſe ſuffered, 
and brought them to embrace it. As Eraſmus in 
one of his Epiſtles obſer ves, upon the ſuffering of 
two at Bruxels, Would you know the Product of 
this, ſays he? That City which had been free of theſe, 
found them quickly in a moſt diſcernable Manner 

A to 
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w ſpread among them; yea, what ſhall we fay, 
ſays he? Both here, in Holland, and every where, 
where Violence is once uſed againſt thoſe of the re- 
formed Religion, it tends but to their further In- 
creaſe ; as that Frier ſaid to Cardinal Beaton, upon 
the burning of Mr. Patrick Hamilton Anno 1 523, 


at St. Andrews, If you burn any more, burn 


them in low Cellars ; for all on whom the Smoke 
of Mr, Patrick Hamilton has blown, are infec- 
ted with Hereſy, as they called the reformed Re- 
ligion, This is one Way then whereby the tender 
Mercies of God have and will till prevent the 
Church's Ruin. Tbe bloody Tyrants of the Earth 
may aſſoon think to deſtroy his kingly Power, and 
pull the Crown from his Head, as to root out his 
Seed. There is no ruining his Church on Earth 
while he can pluck an Inſtrument out of Satan's 
Hand, and make him do his Work, can make a 
perſecuting Sau! a Preacher of the Faith which he 
once deſtroyed, can take Heathen Advocates, Pa- 
gau Philoſophers, and wicked Necromancers, as 
Tertullian, Juſtine Martyr, Cyprian; &c. and 
make of them famous Goſpel Miniſters ; can make a 
Peter Martyr leave all his Preferments in Haly; 
yea can make a FYergerius, the Pope's Legat in 
Germany; then in the State and Condition of a 
Prince, and expecting to be a Cardinal, forſake all 
his Hopes, and upon the greateſt Hazard preach 
and ſuffer for that Faith againſt which he formerly 
appeared; while he was reading the Proteſtant Books, 
with no other Deſign but to confute them, he was 
overcome by the Truth. 


gthly, 1 might ſhew how ſeaſonably the merciful 


ſrorkdeace of God has interpoſed to prevent the 
| F 2 Church's 
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 Qkurch's Ruin, by taking off her bloody Enemies, 
at a Time when they were in the greateſt Hazard 
by them. I might inſtance in Herod the King, 
mentioned Act, xii. in Semacberib King of 
ria, in Julian the Apoſtate, Philip II. of 
Spain,” and Charles IK. of France, and the late 
King of France Lewis XIV. whoſe Death broke 
the Hearts and Meaſpres of the late Rebels in Bri 
Jain, 1715, I might inſtance it alſo in the - Deaths 
of glome vile Hereticks, as Arius, and Lucian 
once a profeſſed Miniſter at Antioch, but after. 
ward an ayowed Atheiſt, who in Hatred of.Chriſti- 
anity propagated Paganiſm, and was at laſt torn ig 
Pieces by Dogs: But I paſs this and come to the 
IV. Head, what Courſe a Church and People 
mould take when brought low, to prevent their own 
Ruin. And that 1 may very briefly in a clear 
Method touch at this Head, I ſhall xt. Point at 
ſome Things that more immediately concern Mi 
niſters. 2dly, At ſome Things that People ſhould 
do, which may have a Tendency to prevent our Ruin, 
I hope my very reverend Fathers and Brethren 
will not be offended, tho' one of the meaneſt and 
moſt unworthy of their Number preſume to be their 
Remembrancer. 
1/t, Let us guard againſt all Diviſions and Break- 
- Ings among ourſelves. If once groundleſs Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions, Jars and Debates fall in ameng Mi. 
niſters : If Pride and Envy, and ſelfiſh Views, to ga 
ther a Party, diſſolve the Bond of brotherly Love: 
If inſtead of planting for Chriſt, they ſhould begin to 
ſupplant one another, and ſtrive who ſhould have 
the greater Vogue; Then no Wordscan expreſs what 
Train of Miſchief will follow, to the — 


of Chriſt, the Diſgrace of their Order, and Obſtrue: 


tion of the Goſpel, and the rendering of themſelves 


a ready Prey to their Enemies, And to avoid this, tis 
needful that there be a mutual Forbearance towards 
each other, in our Differences about lefler Matters, 
and a guarding againſt one Party's taking up another 
too curtly upon theſe Points: Yea, and the more to 


gain this Point, tis needful that Miniſters carry to- 


wards each other obligingly, and ſpeak of one ano» 
ther with Eſteem and Reſpet. This the holy Apo- 
files did; tho' Paul reproved Peter ſharply for his 
Difiimulation, Gal. ii. yet when Peter has Occaſion 
to make Mention of Paul, and his Epiſtles, he calls 
him our beloved Brother Paul, 2 Pet. iii. 15. Yea, 
tis very obſervable, that notwithſtanding of the Fac- 
tions that Had creept in among the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
i, yet the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt main - 
tained all brotherly Love and Eſteem among them- 
ſelves ; for 4pollos, to ſne how little Countenance 
he gave to ſuch factious Sidings, withdrew from Co- 
rinth, and would not go thither for ſome Time, tho 
deſired of Paul, 1 Cor. xvi. 12. So little ſuſpicious 
was Paul of Apollor improving the Applauſe he had 
among the Corinthians to his Diſadvantage. Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel ſhould have more Wiſdom and 
Prudence, and Love too, than is to be found among 
common People, and be more forward to caſt Wa- 
ter upon any factious Humour that may be riſing a- 
mong them,” than to add Feuel to it ; and the more 


carefully ſhould Minifters guard againſt Diviſions and 


Animoſities, and cruſh all Beginnings of Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions among themſelves, that ordinarily, 


when once they get Entrance, there is no t of Men 


u he World that carry them to greater Extreams. 
The 


3 
Phe Contentions of Brethren are like ſtrom Barf 


not eaſily broten; And a Brother offended i; 
harder to be win than a ſtrong City, ſays Solomon. 
Feremiab had not a worſe Enemy among all the 
Fews than Paſbur, a Clergy man, who ſmote him, 
and put bim in the Stocks, Jer. xx. 1, 2. We ſee 
what Height the Contention between Paul and Bar. 
nabas, that took its Riſe from no great Matter, came 
to; and what Length the Conteſt between the caf. 
- ern and weſtern Church, about the Day of the Month 
Eaſter was to be keept on, came, even to excom- 
municating of each other. Tis too late to be for- 
got, what Heights the Debates and Animoſities which 
fell in between the Proteſtors and publick Reſoluth 
oners-roſe to, and how much they paved the W 
to the Introduction of Prelacy, and the Overthron.. 
of the Presbyterian Intereſt in Scotland. And why, mi 
very reverend Fathers and Brethren, ſhall we forget 
that ever we have heard or read of theſe Things, 
and by running into Parties and Factions, work our 
Enemies Game over again? Is the Peace, Safety, and 
Honour of the Church of Scotland ſo little at Heart, 
as that we will truſt it in the Hand of our common 
Enemies ? Do we think they love us ſo well, as tha 
they will do us no Hurt, or negle& the Advantage 
we give them ? If they ſhould, they would be Fool; 
indeed. I have read a Story of a King's Fool, who 
wrote down the King himſelf among his Brother, 
fools, becauſe he had truſted an African Stranger 
with four Thouſand Pounds to buy Barbary Horles, 
The King asked him, How he would make him # 
mends if the Stranger ſhould come again? Why then W,, 
faid he, IN blot out your Name out of my Table, 


and write down the African in your Stead. Think 
| not 
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it our Enemies are ſuch Fools as to neglect the Ad. 


are wage we put into their Hands by our Diviſions. 
ue the moſt Part of our Debates and Contentions 
7 iſe from Miſtakes, Jealouſies, and Suſpicions of one 


o Armies, and ſtand, as in Battle Rank, the one 
anſt the other, till the Body be torn in Pieces by 


ould think in Time about what we are contending 1. 
"Who' I think every Man ſhould ſtick by his Principles, 
ppoſing them ſound) yet I fear a great many of 
F Animoſities take their Riſe trom 'Trifles that. 
not effect the Cauſe further ahan our Humour 
akes them. I am ſure, a Reflection upon the, 
mg of many of our Debates, would make us. 


Wahn Shame of them. 1 have read a Story of a Man, 


it had bired an Aſs to carry him a Journey, but 
zul ge Sun ſhining with ſuch Heat, he was forced to 
deln her Back and betake himſelf to her Shadow. 
bebe Owner withſtood him, alledging he had hired; 
Hue Body of 'the Aſs, but her Shadow was not in the, 
gain; and fo the Contention between them gre 
eau hot as the Sun, I do not queſtion, many ſ 
** files have raiſed dreadful Combuſtions in ** 
aol, and torn the Church in Pieces. | 
Were it not a Digreſſion from the Buſineſs of my 
ext, I could eaſily ſhew how neceſſary Agreement 
Harmony among Miniſters of the Goſpel is, from 
great Advantages that 'tis followed with. Why ? 


1 IS 2 Thing that renders their Miniſtry lovely 
les. d amiable i in Peoples Eyes. 1a. Iii. 7,-8. Hou 
— autiful upon the Mountains are the Feet. of 
* that bring glad Tidings ; and that which 
* s their Feet beautiful, was, that the Witchmen 


lifted 


other, and the Church from this form itſelf into 


"Sm both? O that our Hearts might cool, and we 
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building of the Church. It was the Harmony and. 
Unanimity of the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtian 5 


Peace among ourſelves? Thou that teacheth an 
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lifted. up their Voices together, they all ſung 28 | 
were with one Voice, one did not counteract not 
undermine one another, nor pulled down what ano: 
ther built; they were all of one Mind, and ſung 
it were with one Tune. Harmony and Concord 
among Miniſters has a Tendency to make their La 
bours ſucceſsful ; when all draw one Way, all wal 
by the ſame Rule, all ſet themſelves to promote th 
Salvation of Souls, this cannot but contribute to the 


that contributed, to the Increaſe and Enlargement of 1 
the Church. In building of Solomon 's Temple therq . 


was no Noiſe of Hammers heard. Need I ſoggef 1 
any Thing to preſs Love and Harmony among Mi 

niſters; of all Perſons in the World faithful Mi 2 
niſters are moſt hated, A Weaver will be love 1 


for working a good Web, and a Tay lor for makir 
a handſome Suit; but Minifters are ordinarily hatec E. 
for their Faithfulneſs. The Land is not alle! 
Gear bis Words, ſaid Amaziab of Amos vii. 10 
11. Does not our Office call us to preach Peace and 
Love to others, and this ſhould oblige us to be: 


iber, teacbeſt thou not thyſelf ? Peace-makers ſhoult 
follow Peace, and præctiſe Peace: Whoever be 
Variance, let Miniſters be at none. But 1 mu 
break off from this Point. 

24ly, Another Thing Miniſters ſhould do to pre 
vent a Church's Ruin, is to keep vp the Credit o 
their Miniftry among their People. Minifters 3 
to take heed that they. do nothing to loſe their A 
thority among others, by making any ſinful an 
ſpeaking Compliances with Men, nor yet by ſtreic 
£53 ATT io 


e Mae, 
ing of Authority beyond due Bounds. They afe 
not to ſubject themſelves, in their Management, 0 
the unſettled Hlunmours of People; as if their wild 
Tempers were to be their Rule, nor yet to domi - 
neer over them becauſe of their Weakneſs, They 
are to credit their Miniſtry by a ſolid ſubſtantial 1 
Way of preaching, compoſing their Sermons of ſuch 
ſt and wholeſom Words, as the learned Hearer may 
Joot contemn them for their Flatneſs, and the Un- 
8 may not be diſcouraged by their Loftinefs.” 

1 e to credit d. = by a grave and ſerious 
Va livering our Meſſage, with ſuch holy Mo- 
i eration, as none of our Hearers may think we are 

in Paſſion, and working more againft a Party than 
for the Truth; and yet with ſuch Zeal and Seriouſ- 
neſs, as the careleſs Hearer may be convinced we 
we in -Earneft, handling Goſpel-truths and Duties, 
as if we would reprefent them not only to their 
Ears, but to their Eyes: As King Fames VI. ſaid of 
a good Preacher in his Days, This Man preacheth, 
be, as if Death were at my Back. 

Le us credit our Miniftry by ſtudying Converſa- 
& fions ſuitable to the Goſpel. ' Halineſs ſhould be as 
nou E9Þle in à Miniſter's Walk, as the Motto of it was 
be In the Front of Aarons Mitre. The Spirit of God 
nu} dach in the Old and New "Teſtament requires this 

Qualtfication in a Miniſter. Lev. mi. 17, 22.— 
aſoever be be of thy Seed that bath any Ble- 
lit oN , let bim not come near to offer the Bread 
bir God, And a Biſbop muſt be blameleſi, ſays 8 
Faul. 1 Tin. iii. 2. Tho' the Efficacy of the Word 
does not depend upon the Quality and Intention of the 
Minifter, as Papiſts ſay, Seed may grow tho ſown 
by a foul Hand ; yet no Man loves to have his Food 
made ready by a naſty Cook. Ex s Sons wicked 
G Liyes 
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Dees made People fothe the Offering of the Lord. 
Miniſters ſhould both preach and practiſe, and ſo be 
Examples to tbe Flock, 2 Pet. v. 3. Thou that 
teacheft another, teacbeth thou not thyſel 4 Rom. li, 
22. A lax wicked Miniſter is a Monſter, and the 
greateſt Plague a Church can have. Nothiog, is 
more ready to increaſe Wickedneſs in a Land, and 
harden People in it, yea to bring utter Ruin upon a 
Church, than a flothful vitious Miniſtry. People 
think themſelyes ſafe at the Ale-bench, if they get 
the Parſon of the Pariſh to tipple with them. Muu 


ters ſtand in conſpicuous Poſts, like Cities Wl 


upon a Hill, as our Saviour ſpeaks ; and Faults in 
them, is not only ſooner decerned, but of worle In- 
fluence than in others: If they once turn profane in 
their Principles, and vain in their Communications, 
and ſenſual in their Lives, tis incredible to conceive 
what Influence that will have to the corrupting and 
debauching of Peoples. Morals : , A Sin in them, is 
like granting a Toleration to others to do the like, 
Wherefore let Miniſters look well to their own Con- 
verſations, that Piety towards God, Juſtice and E- 
© quity towards all Men, may ſhine in every Part of 
their Walk, and they may be in Caſe to ſay to their 


Hearers, as Gideon ſaid to his Soldiers, Look on 


us, and do like wiſe, Judges vii. 7. 


3dly, Prayer, and appointing Days of Faſting 


and Humiliation for our Sins, and the Sins of the 
Land, is another good Method Miniſters and 
Church-judicatures ſhould take to prevent their Ruin. 
This is 2 Duty that God by his Prophets has called 
his Church to in the Time of her Diſtreſs, Joel i. 
14. 11 Chap. 16, 19. And 'tis a Courſe that of old 
the Church in her greateſt Straits has uſed with good 
Succeſs. Thus the returning Church trom Babylon, 
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in Ezra's Time, when they knew not how to get 


arow their Enemies into their own Land, appoint- 
ja Faſt, and beſought the Protection and Direction 
f the Lord their God; and tis faid, He was en. 
reated of them, Ezra viii. 21, 23, 30, 32. Tho 
think Miniſters and Church. judicatures ſhould ap» 
ly to their Superiors for the Redreſs of their Grie- - 
ances, for that tis the natural Privilege of Subjects 
petition their King, and lay their Complaints be- 

e him; yet, as their Confidence is not 10be in an 
m of Fleſb, nor tbeir Truft in Princes, but in 
be Lord their Cod; fo their chief and main Ap- 
cation ought to be made to him. And here I can-- 


+ Wot but notice it, as juſt Matter of Regrete, that we 


ave had no Days of National Faſting and Prayer in 
his Land, ſo far as I remember, for more than theſe 
en or eight Years ; and while this Duty is ſo much 
exleted, in a Time when we have ſo many juſt 
auſes of Faſting and Prayer, I have no great Hope 


f ſeeing our Applications to another Airth followed 


ith any good Succeſs. 

4tbly, It might be of good Uſe to prevent our 
urt and Ruin at this Day, that our Church, in 
making of Acts of general Concern, and that are to 


|, held as ſtanding Rules of Procedure in her in- 


rior Courts, ſhould ena& them, as I hope ſhe will, 
is much as poſſible, with the Unanimity and Con- 
nt of the whole Church, I mean Repreſentative. 
is a common Maxim, quod tanget omnes trac- 
ri debet ab Omnibus,; and when any ſuch Rule 
made by her, which in Proceſs of Time is like 


de followed with contrary Effects to what ſhe 


lay have deſigned; I mean, is rather like to di- 
de and loſe her true Friends, than gain theſe of a 
2 con- 


This Sermon was preached in ri 1734. 


if they took upon them to teach and to direct their 


contrary, Communion, it were a- Matter in my 
Opinion very becoming her Wiſdom, either to 2. 
mend, or reſcind ſuch Acts. This is a Thing fre. 
quently, done in the ſupream Court of the Nation. 
where there are not wanting Men of Wiſdom and 
Foreſight to enact what may be for the Good of the 
State, no leſs than there are in our Aſſemblies, o 
make Rules for the Good of the Church; nor can 
it · be thought ta ſavour of any Arragancy and Pre. 
ſumption; or Diſtregard in inferior Judicatures, as 


Superior s, to make warm Repreſentations of the 
Matter unto them. | F 
Setond Branch, What-a-/People ſhould do when 
Church is brought loi to prevent her Ruin. 
. 1/6, They ſhould carefully guard againſt all 
8 Schiſms and Separations, either from the 
urch in general, or from their own Pariſh Mi- 


niſters. So long as a Church is ſound in the Faith, 
and pute in ber Worſnhip, and impoſes no ſinful 


Terms of Communion upon her Members, I think 


Me 
Ch 
que 
1's 
bad 
Lit 
all ſtated» Schiſm from hee” is: carefully to be tiny 
guarded againſt; and I hope none will ſay but the tro 
Church of Scotland has as fair ahd well grounded I pio 
Freiences te theſe,” as any Church at this Day ia an 
the World. I wiſh you that are the People, would i the 
the 
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carefully read Baxter s Cure f Church' Diviſions, 


pious Mr. Durbam on Sandal, or but ſo much 
ag 4 Pamphiet ſet out a few. Years ago, entituled, 
The: Oath. of Abjuration, no Ground of Sepa- 
ration; and you would ſoon ſee that every perſona 
Fault or different Opinion in a Miniſter, or con 
trary Sentiments in a judicature, to theſe whom ye 


taze to be the more honeſt; will not warrant your 


Separation from his Miniſtry ; nor yet will ever) 
©* > | : l 3 wrong 3 


P | 
wrong Step in the Manner of his Entry into a yacant 
Cangfegation do it, if the Man otherwiſe be faith- 
Rl and honeſt in the Diſcharge of his Office. In- 
deed I am far from juſtifying the thruſtivg-in a Many 
upon a Congregation, contrary to the Body of the 
Chriſtian People, to whom, as I humbly conceive, 
ide Power and Liberty of chuſing their own Paſtors, 
is ſecured both by Scripture and Reaſon. And it 
is my hearty Prayer, that the Judicatures of this» 
Church may be keept from laying any Temptation 
Lthis Way in Peoples Road, of ſeparating: from her 
Communion. However this is one Thing that I think 
you that are the People, are to do to prevent the 
Hurt or Ruin of yeur Mother Church. 

a2 ah. Eſteeming a Goſpel Miniſtry is another 
al Mean you are to uſe to prevent the Ruin of a4 
the Church that is brought low. This is 2 Ting fre- 
Mi- quently enjoined you in Scripture, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
ih, 1 The v. 12, 13. Heb. xiii. 17. Tts a Sign of 
nful i bad Times, when Miniſters ſuffer more for their 
unk Liberty in reproving of Sin, than People in commits 
be fing of it. Tis contrary to the Law of Nations to 
the trouble an Ambaſſador ; and therefore; when Sei- 
ded pio Africanus took 2 Ship of 'the-Carthaginians;. 
ia and meant to rifle all they bad, when they told him 
old i they were Ambafladors, he would hot meddle with 
, wem, tho! they deceived him. Princes has ſome- 
uch times thought atfroming of their Ambaſſadors, à ſuf- 
led, ficient Ground of Wat. David fell upon the Am- 
pu. monites for abuling his Ambaſſadors, and ſlew up- 
ona wards of Forty Thouſand of them; 2 Sam. x. And 
con ther Romany flew the Jllyriang and Tarentines for 
1 7e WW miſuling ot their Ambaſſadors; and no Sin deprives 
our i 2 Feople ſooner of the Goſpel, than-malreating* of 
rer Gofpel-minifters;. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 26, Matth, xxi. 
mY 3310 42, At; xiii. 40, 47. 3dhy, 


4 Man 


34h, If you would prevent the Church Hurt 


and Ruin, you would ſtudy Reformation of Heart 
and Life. Nothing expoſes Religion ſo much as the 


vicious Lives of its Proteſlors. About the Year 


137, there aroſe a moſt abominable Se& in the 
Church called Gnoſticks, ſo named, from their great 
Pretences to divine Knowledge, who lived together 
promiſcuouſly in all Filthineſs, and brought ſach a 
dreadful Stain upon Chriſtianity, that the heathen 


Emperors perſecuted the Chriſtians the more upon 


their Account: Yea, all along, it has been the abound- 
ing of Vice and Wickedneſs among a People that has 
brought a Church low. What is it that diſtinguiſneth 
a Church from the reſt of the World, but the Sound- 
neſs of her Faith and the Holineſs of her Members 
in their Life and Converſation? And when it hap- 
pens, that by abounding of Sin and Wickednels a- 
mong Chriſtians, that there is no Difference between 

the Vineyard and the Foreſt, then God plucks down 
the Hedge, and calls off his Labourers, Zuke xiii. 7, 
8. Ja. v. 1, 3. 5. If you would have then the 


Candleſtick continued, Return to your firft Love, 


and do your firſt Forks — Rev. ii. 5. Study to 
ſhew a'Zeal for his Truths, Piety towards God, and 
Charity, Juſtice, and Benevolence towards all Men. 
Let that golden Rule be the Guide of your Fractiſe, 
A hatlſoe ver ye would that Men ſbould do io you, 
do you even fo to them, Matth. vii. 12. 

4thly, To conclude this Subject, on which a great 
many more Things might have been ſaid, Let us all, 


both Minitters and People, ſet ourſelves to mourn 


for our own, and the Sins of the Land we live in. 


Let us ſee, if we have not in a great Meaſure ne- 
glefted the improving the open Door God gave us 


of late tor HH of Religion in our a 
an 


EEE) 


nd been more forward to advance our own Con- 
deins than to build the Temple of the Lotd. Cer- 
Maly if we take but a View of the crying Sins of 
this Land, there will be much Ground of Mourning. 
Does not the Generality of Chriſtians' live in the 


total Neglect of all religious Duties, and pay not ſo 


much Reverence to'the true God, as Pagans do to 
their Idols? Are there not many others, that make 
ſcarce any more Uſe of a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
than to cover their Vices by it ; and notwithſtand- 
ing of all their Pretences to Religion, can ſwear, lie, 
cheat, deceive, and backbite their Neighbours ? Yea, 
Was there ever an Age, in which ruder and more 
daring Attacks has been made upon all revealed Re- 
ligion, than at this Day, and that not by Pagans and 
Heathens, but by Men bearing the Chriſtian Name? 
Has not Reaſon and the Light of Nature been won- 
derfully advanced of late, and made fully capable of 
informing vs of all that is neceſſary to Salvation; fo 
that the Bible, according to theſe Gentlemens Prin- 
ciples, is but an unneceſſary and ſuperfluous Book ? 
Yea, we have not only a Number of Deiſts in the 
Land, but there are not wanting who are no better 
than Atheiſts, that deny the very Being of a God. 
Sure, if the laſt Times be known, from the Multitude 
of Scoffers that ſhall be in them, our Times muſt be 
the laſt Times; for we want not Numbers of theſe 
who laugh at the Scriptures, jeft at every 'Thing 
that is ſacred, and deride che Belief of a future State. 
Yea, what ſhall we ſay of the unnatural Heats, Ani- 
molities, Debates, and Diviſions that have creept in 
among us, many People taking it for a Piece of Re- 
ligion, to run into Parties and Factions here upon 
the ſmalleſt Matters, and one Party labouring to 
backen another, to che making indiffe reut Perſons de- 

01 
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ting up their idolatrous Worſhip in many Places of low, 


_ 
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an them both. Tis not many Years ago," * 2 
2 many ot the moſt ſerious like in the Land took 
ccaſion ſtom the different Sentiments that was # 
mong Miniſters about the little Word As, whether 
it was Indicatiye or Reduplicative, to found their Se. 
Parations from _ Gelpekordinances, diſpenſed to them 
by their faithful ſent Paſtors, and that at a Time when 
Mie Priefts were crowding in among us, and ſet- 


- the Land. Are there not many among us at this ve. i; 
ry Day who are running much the ſame Courſe, who Jett, 
from an Act of our Church, and ſome particular 
Deeds of her , Judicatures, are founding their Rents 
and Separations from Goſpel-ordinances, when our 
Standards and aur Worſhip is Rill the fame, and no be 
impoſing of any.unlawful Terms of Communion ; thigl 
4heſe Matters ſeem to forbode worſe Things a-com- 
ing. The unnatural Heats and Quarrels that were (ey 
among the Feu, did preſage, and go before their 2? 
Deſtruction by the _ Romans. Church-hiſtory in- have 
forts vs, That the great Feuds and Factions of the 
Latin Church, not only , preceeded, but opened 2 
Way for the breaking in of the Govtbs and F andali N 
which brought great, Deſolation upon them. Oh tis Love 
ſad, when one Fart of the Church cries;Cruelty,Cru Hen 
elty, and the other calls it Fuftice, Juſtice, and cen 
ſures their Complaints as Murmur and Mutiny 
May not theſe Fhings be Matter of bitter Lameni 
tion to us. Vea. may not the great Barrenneſs and 
Unfruitfulneſs under the Means of Grace, that pr 
vails, and God's withdrawing much of the Power of 
his Spirit from Gaſpel· ordinances, be Matter o 
Mourniog? He ſeems to be cone down from the 
_Cherubims, and gone to the Threſhold of out 
;Temple, and we may fear left he give us Ground tc 
Writ 


fincuaty, the Glory is deperted from our Iſrael. 
Whis then is a Day in which God is calling us to 
Mourning and girding with Sackcloth, and of crying 
mightily by Prayer unto God, O remember not a. 
gainft us former Iniqulties, let thy tender Mer- 
eie ſpeedily prevent, us, for we are brought very 
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TRY I e upon the Doors r our 


low 
bo I thought kere to have concluded this Sub- 


jet, yet let me add a; Word or two by Way of 


Inference. 

Inference L Is it ſo that the merciful Providence 
of God thus 1nterpoſeth for the _ Church's Safety, 
when brought low? Then they are great Fools that 


Jak to overturn the, Church. Men out of Pride 


and Malice may threaten to ſhake us ; and what tho” 


Joey ſhould do ſo? God's Church will ſtand, and they 


may come to be farer from their Points, when they 


- W have got others into our Room, than they are to 


let us alone. It is true God may raiſe up ſome to 
correct a backſliden Church, and bring Miſeries u- 
pon her; but I ſcarce think that it is out of any 
Loye to the Inſtrument. God hardened Pharoab's 
Heart, that be dealt cruelly, with the /fraelites, but 
it ended in Pharoab's Ruin. If Uzza was ſmit- 
ten with Death for putting forth his Hand raſhly to 
bold the Ark, when the Oxen ſhook it, they are in 
greater Danger - that put forth their Hands to over- 
urn it. 'The Church may be driven into the Wil 
dernefs, but that will not prove her Grave, but her 
Place of Refuge, where God will feed ber one 
Thouſand two Hundred and Sixty Days, Rev. xii. 
b. Her Witneſſes may be lain, and ly buried: for 
three Days, but they will riſe again in their living 
Succeſſors. Minifters may he thruſt into Corners 
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but the Sepulchers of Miniſters/will not prove ibe 
Graves of the Miniſtry, A Miniſtry. may turn 


corrupt, and Ordinances may be obſcured, and their 


Efficacy weakened, yet not nulhfied 3; there may be 
a great Smoke in the Temple, and the Temple till 
ſtand. Ih | A 
Chriſt is Zion's King, and will ftill ' reign and 
rule in the midſt of his Enemies. Abo will ſet 
Briars and Thorns againſt me, I will go thorow 
them "ſaith the Lord? The Church is ſurrounded 


with a Wall of Fite,- which is dangerous for any to 


break thorow. They have never proſpered long, 


who have lifted up tbeir Hammer and Axes to 


break down the carded Work. Feruſalem has 
Nill proven a burdenſome Stone to all that troubled 
themſelves with it. God is the Founder of Zion, 
and-it is frequently in Scripture called bis City, par- 

5 xIviii. 1, 2, , 14. whence the Pſal- 
mift ' concludes her Eſtabliſnment, He is Zion 
God, and be will be ber Guide. And very 
rationally he may do ſo, ſeeing it is natural for 
great Kings, to have particular Care of the Cities 
they have founded, for the Honour and Preſervation 
of their Name, and as à Teſtimony of their Mag- 


nificence The capital City, the Place of the Kings 


Reſidence, where he keeps his Court, will be ſtrong- 
ly guarded. The Church is God's Capital City, 
the Place of all the World that he bas choſen for 
his Refidence';z -This it my Reſt, and bere do I de- 
light to dwell; and it will be dangerous for any 
to ſet upon her, while her King is in her. See a 
noble Deſcription of ber Strength, P/al. Ixyiii. 14, 
13.16. ens a” 

+ infer. II. Is it ſo that God's merciful Providence 
does ſo interpoſe for 2 | Church's Safety and Re- 


-—— covery when brought low? Then here is great 


; 5.8 Ground 
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ie. round of Truſt and Confidetice in God at all 
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be 
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nd 
ſet 


Times, and in all Cafes the Church can be in: 
What can ſhe meet with more, than what Devils and 
wicked Men have brought upon her already, and yer 
ſhe hath ſtood their Shokes? The Lord hath wrought 
ber Deliverance, when ſhe hath little expected it, 
Ho hath he baffled her Enemies? And the Subti- 
lity and Power of Men that have found Succeſs in 
other Projects, have been fruſtrated when turned 
againſt her. Men of the greateſt Abilities have pro- 
ven Fools, when they have exerciſed their Wit 
xainft the Lord's People. Acbitopbe''s Wiſdom 
was great, and his Counſel regarded when. on Da- 


vid's Side, and changed to Folly when he ſhifted | 


Sides againſt him. | 

. Great ground of 'Truft in God at all Times, if 
we conſider that he can eaſily raiſe up Inſtruments 
of Deliverance for his People in the worft of 
Times. If none of the Princes of Judab will pe- 


tition the King to bring Feremiab out of the Dun- 
geon, he will put it in the Heart of an Ethiopian 


Stranger to do it. Fer. xxxiii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 


Nebuchadnez zar litt up his Ax to break down the 
carved Work, and deſtroy Feruſalem, Cyrus ſnall 
Ide called forth as an Inſtrument to build her Walls. 

When Arianiſm as a Flood is like to overflow her, 
be wants not an _ Athanaſius to ſtand in the Gap 
and ſtop the Torrent; yea he can make her very 
Enemies pity her; he made them to be pitied of 


all them that led them captive. 


Infer. III. I; it ſo that the merciſul Providence 
of God ſo interpoſetb for the Safety of a Church 


When brought tow? Then let the Church look to it, 


ad keep herſelf always under God's Care and Pro: 


ſection. And for this End, let her ſtudy to mains 
4 pute Miniſtry, pure Ordinances, à pure. 
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Fenn and 2 holy Diſcipline, and 0 promog 
lmeſs among "her Members. 
1 has been he Glory of the Presbyterian Chuth 
of Srotland, to maintain Purity, an theſe Points, as 
much s any Church in the Word. And it will 
Be ſad if after ſuch à Treaſure of Blood and Wealth, 
ſpent- for the Fropagation of, che ſame, ſhe Mould 
turn in the feaſt. careleſs about them. Let her Mi- 
/ filters" and, Guides ſtudy Holineſs Lite and Con- 
verſation, that they may ſhine: aß tars in bis Right- 
Rand. Let. them maintain Integrity of Doctrine, 
and Purity of Worſhip ; the: Bible is he Book that 
chiitatn?' afl dhe Truths. they are do preach, as ne- 
ceſſary tb Holineſs here, and Happineſs hereafter. Thi: 
is the Bodk*that' fo Able io make the Man of God 
rfect, urniſhe , every good Word 
2 W kis 3s the e 
that we Chriffizns profels 10 look upon as divine, 
and coming from God. However much Men of 
Jax Principtes, and ſome. Youths among us, would 
cy down, io make Way, ior I kacw not what 
Scheme of natural Religion, they wit themſelves 
capadte from rheir profound, Wit to afford the World; 
this is the Book that gives us the moſt perfect 
2 Tian e and Godlineſs, and the fineſt 
Moray, Let us then ſtand in De- 
fence of the pure Fruthz of ihe Goſpel, as revealed 
- who us in this Book, And let us ſtudy a Brotherly 
Love and Concord among ourſelves, and act and 
ive together” as Brethren. In a Word, let all 
Chriſtians bew a dutiful Regard and Concern for 
ths Peace and Welfare of their Mother Church, by 
/ ayoiding all Eitremes, by bringing forth the Fruits of 


Holineſs in their Lives and W and pray* 
ing for her e 


ri 2 


